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School Mission
FRAFE A

Keystone Academy is a new model of education in
China. It blends distinctive traditions in eastern, west-
ern, and international education, creating a new world
school with a liberal arts program that is academical-
ly outstanding. All our endeavors are framed by five
shared Confucian values: compassion, honesty, justice,
respect, and wisdom.

At Keystone, we embrace a world that is dynamic and
ever-changing. We learn from and we learn for this
enterprising, global, and diverse community.

Our keystones are:

« bilingual immersion in Chinese and English;

« building character and community throughout our residen-
tial setting;

« promoting Chinese culture and identity in a world
context.

Our ambition is to share successes generously and to
learn from failures bravely, to open our doors to many,
and to engage fully with the world of education, and the
world at large, beyond our gates.

Our students are hungry for opportunity, bold in their
thinking, and creative in their instincts. They are en-
couraged to become expansive in their dreaming, deter-
mined in their actions, collaborative in their teamwork,
and humble in their achievement. Theylearn to be stew-
ards of the environment and to be at ease with otherness.

Our teachers are passionate about learning, rigorous in
their standards, and inspirational in theirmethods. They
are respectful listeners, attentive caregivers, interroga-
tive thinkers, compassionate mentors, and world-mind-
ed citizens.

Our graduates will possess the intellectual, cultural, and
ecological fluency to navigate gracefully the colleges, ca-
reers, and communities of their choice. They will know
how.to apply their emotional intelligence, character, and
zest for learning to help develop and improve the com-
munities in which they live.
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Schoolwide Definition of Learning
RAFIWEX

At Keystone Academy, learning is a life-long journey
rooted in heritage, outward in perspective and framed
by our five shared values.

Learning encompasses the discovery of new knowl-
edge, skills and understanding, allowing for inquiry,
creativity and connectionsin alocal and global context.

This journey empowers our learners to develop char-
acter and fosters a joy of learning in experiences that
occur both inside and outside the classroom.

Effective learning in Primary takes place
when:

« Iam excited about my learning

« I feel secure and supported in my learning journey

« I have goals and feel challenged

o Ilearn from my mistakes and I can take risks

« Iknow how I am learning

« I'work with others to reach my goals

o I take ownership of my learning

« I make connections between learning, myself and the
world

Effective learning in Secondary is:

« Dynamic and challenging

« Holistic and balanced

« Inclusive and personalized

« An individual pursuit as well as-areollaborative pro-
cess

« Varied and contains/different approaches

« Focused on process, as much as outcomes

« Experiential, where.connections are made to real life
« Committed to ¢haracterand community
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This document offers a full summary of the curriculum of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) at Keystone




Academy for the academic year 2026/2027. It includes descriptions of courses for Grades 6-10 for the Middle Years
Programme. The IB Diploma Curriculum Handbook is for Grades of 11 and 12. The substance of our curriculum
has been considered in great depth, with reference to our three keystones, the Chinese National Curriculum, and
other international curricular models. We know that it offers many challenging, enjoyable, and creative learning
opportunities to our students. However, it is a living framework that will be enhanced and developed further by our
teachers. As a result of this process, a few details in this booklet may be altered.
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Chinese National Curriculum

The Chinese National Curriculum covers a rich range of subject area knowledge and learning strategies, emphasizing the
cultivation of scientific and cultural literacy, and identifying clear objectives in knowledge and skills, processes and methods,
attitudes and values. As a school deeply rooted in China, Keystone Academy implements and prioritizes the Chinese
National Curriculum, but also draws on global educational philosophies and traditions, uses international programs as a
framework, and integrates diverse pedagogies and assessment systems. All this is done to design and develop a distinctive
bilingual immersion model and interdisciplinary thematic inquiry approach for each learner. We aim actively to develop
students’ critical and creative thinking, research skills, problem-solving skills, communication and collaboration skills. Our
students are lifelong learners who are determined in their actions and responsible citizens who help to create a better and

more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

The Middle Years Programme at Keystone Academy is exciting, challenging and full of new academic opportunities and joys
for our students. It provides them with the intellectual, emotional, social, and physical building blocks they need to flourish:
Keystone Academy offers a model of integrated education that develops foundations for success in the Diploma Programme
and at college. Learning in the Middle Years Programme is engaging and demanding: students confrontincreasingly original
and sophisticated ideas, learn through inquiry, challenge conventional approaches, cultivate new forms of knowledge and
master the skills that lead to real breakthroughs in their own knowledge. It is also a time when students focus their studies in

order to build on the concepts and skills introduced in Primary School.

Keystone Academy Middle Years Programme continues to support the Chinese-English bilingualism started in the earlier
grades. By employing a progressive model of language acquisition, affirmed by research and effective practice, students build
true linguistic competency and cultural understanding in Chinese and English. Students use both languages throughout the
school day in all their activities. The language program in the Middle Years Programme'is designed as a gradual transition
of emphasis between the two languages. Students from programs such as ours demonstrate a high correlation between

complex thinking skills and advanced linguistic abilities. They have excellent cognitive flexibility and problem-solving skills.

Small class sizes allow students to explore a wide range of academic disciplines in depth. We ask our students to make
interdisciplinary connections as a way to understand and participate effectively in their natural, social, and cultural worlds.
The curriculum is designed to promote students’ intellectual advancement as well as the emotional, social, and physical
development so important during the years of adolescence. The Middle Years Programme is a most effective preparation for
success in the Diploma Programme.

The subjects taught in each grade atKeystone Academy Middle Ye: 1

Language and Literature (Chinese and/or English)
«  Language Acquisition (Chinese.and/or English)
«  Individuals and Societies.(China and the World)
«  Chinese Arts (China.and the World):
Chinese Performing Arts and Chinese Visual Arts

o  Sciences
o < Mathematics
o The Arts

Theatre

Music

Visual Arts
Design
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«  Physical and Health Education

«  Characters & Values Education (Morality & the Rule of Law)
The strength of the Keystone program is the consistent and well-organized emphasis on rigorous student learning in
the context of both Chinese and Global perspectives. Students have many occasions to develop their skills in research,
communication, collaboration, organization, and critical thinking — all crucial ingredients of success for the rigors of the
High School academic program, university and beyond. Global perspectives and intercultural competency are supported
throughout the Middle Years Programme, as students refine their skills in two languages, and learn about the rest of the
world’s cultures and traditions in all disciplines. Our unique initiative of the Keystone Chinese Thread finds full expression
in the Middle Years Programme, as students learn about the cultural history of China in the context of World Civilization,
and they learn to appreciate and express themselves in Chinese Arts. Independent study and individual presentations,
begun in the later years of the Middle Years Programme, give students the opportunity to explore their passions and
demonstrate their learning skills as they conduct research and write in-depth essays. Service learning is also a central part of
the educational process at Keystone Academy, and is supported by the Middle Years Programme experience. Students learn
not only about others but also participate in active ways to improve the lives of those around them.

The Language courses, which are Language and Literature and Language Acquisition, serve as important pathways for
communication, imagination, creativity and critical thinking. As a Chinese-English dual language immersion school,
Keystone Academy expects all students to enroll in Language and Literature courses in Chinese and/or English. For
students who enter Keystone with a dominant language in either Chinese or English, the study of Language and Literature
occurs in a student’s native (or stronger) language. The focus of Language and Literature is on the comprehensive analysis
and deep understanding of both elements. The study of Language Acquisition occurs in a student’s additional language, and
incorporates the cultural traditions associated with this language. Our students gain competence in communicating and

operating in all bilingual contexts. The Chinese National Curriculum standards form the backbone of Chinese study.

The Individuals and Societies program in the Middle Years Programme is designed to help students achieve intercultural
knowledge and competency to understand their world and act responsiblyin it. Our courses in the Chinese Thread and
Individuals and Societies are combined throughout Grades 6 - 10, using the historical context of World Civilization
and Chinese Civilization to serve as the foundation of a rich interdisciplinary approach that addresses issues in history,
geography, society, economics, politics, and civics guided by the Chinese National Curriculum standards. An important
objective in the study of Individuals and Societies is-learning how to apply the concepts and skills of social science
methodology and synthesize information in order to makevalid and well-reasoned arguments that lead to justifiable and
defensible conclusions.

The Sciences offered in the Keystone’s Middle Years Programme include Biology, Chemistry, and Physics in an integrated
model. Students learn how to solve problems using scientific methods, which include generating hypotheses, gathering
evidence, analyzing results, and formulating conclusions. Our campus is specially designed with advanced technology and
outstanding laboratories to support hands-on science learning. Our science program produces high-level critical thinkers
with the skills and knowledge base needed to confront the sustained academic demands of the Diploma Programme with
enthusiasm and success.

At Keystone, we understand Mathematics to be a universal language, and our program helps students gain fluency in the
different methods one can use to understand this language. Adopting the Chinese national standards and referring to the best
of international standards and taking the best of international standards, courses in the Keystone Middle Years Programme

address major.approaches to mathematical reasoning, including problem solving, reasoning and proof, communication,




A
A
LS
A LA
Bt
B A
ISR G5

AL A A RS B AE B R R 2 T, RIS 0%0 . RO HE AR, SR ™ e
o A RBHSEIFHMSTRRE WEERE. HIBAMERE 1. AR AN AIE S % e PR
AE J7 OB R A 1R R R A Bl D AN vl R R 3 o BRI 7115 AL S B BE 1 B 2R A oy
B SRR REOUE . A FEERAES] T RS SO E SE . A R R B
Bl e P A P AR DUPE SRR 2R DU RSO Ol 5%, o A s, TRl I 2 S iR o
EZA, FHHETHABANE. FEREIHEE, AR RIS, SN AERE, #5IR0. X
AR FER RPN . TR TNV AR . Mess 3o > o AL nt i A 2oy
IR, A2 BOl S A EE A RAR . @ik, FEN IR T A
RS 5 B N TS

A TR S RIS S 5 CE IR SRS IR IR, R ARl maE A TR B A A
VERER R R ST RA T ESRTUR P SESUERNEeARA . DUEESS O/ BIEEE S 5
PR AR ME IR A, AR A T 2230 H B BodE N S HAR/ A 25 598 5 2 DOE
Wi, ot/ Wl ERE (KESET) BTES 5 AR o 15O R I T,
FREAHERIET . SCAMER G AT RE TR ZI BERRE 1 TR R 15 R INGE T PR BN R Y —
INES . BT KR PSS B 27 R A S PRI S B S A SIS Sk B N8 it
FfE& . A E R R R AR BGE SRR AR Fa b o

AT H Y B AR S A E RG22 J0 U AR, B BE 24 0 R B . R AT TR ST O
WAANZEHERME SRR E T E ELOMEES . B LR SO s PR b S s AR i R
FEfl, Do E ERREARHEONES] . BB T B s Q5. BUATIAS REF AR
REEfR R MAG ARG E B LR A4S S T iR R A S TS E R, Jfis
PRI, REHE T AP A 4518

e R GAREY). b WIBE=T IOME, BN EE, IR R R AT ELEMMRER. WHEIE
P AR, R A ARl TR MR R R S R F B R R B A PR BT TR S T AR A
I SE BB PR T AT SRr . BRI P W R OB ERE TT . R SRR TR, IF it
ATHER 22 TR H [y B |V i e U 52 il 1R 5 47 RESE At o




and connections. Students in the Middle Years Programme study numbers and operations, patterns, functions and algebra,
geometry, logic and trigonometry, measurement, and data analysis. In our Mathematics courses, we aim to help students
understand and appreciate the complexity of mathematical reasoning, to be able to apply this reasoning to solve problems,
and to develop the intuition necessary to develop mathematical strategies independently as students prepare for the rigors
of the Diploma Programme.

The Visual and Performing Arts are central to Middle Years Programme education. At Keystone we place great emphasis
on all the Arts, linking them thematically to the other disciplines and to the rich cultural history of China. We approach
the Arts in the Middle Years Programme as dynamic processes aimed at encouraging creative energy and the expression of
ideas with clarity of communication and purpose. In the Chinese Thread, students focus on Chinese Performing Arts and
Chinese Visual Arts. We also offer other Arts courses — Theatre, Music, and the Visual Arts — within the context of global
understanding, considering the traditions and contributions of different cultures at important historical periods. Middle
school developmental elements of exploration and choice allow students to taste all the arts, and then focus on one in which

to develop competency.

Students approach the study of Design through Product Design and Digital Design. While technologyis woven through all
disciplines, the approach in this course regards creativity and communication through technology. Students also consider
the issues and implications of the digital world, and are guided in appropriate uses of technology.

Physical and Health Education in the Middle Years Programme supports the comprehensive development of students as
they undergo the changes of the adolescent years. Students learn about fitness and wellness through swimming, Wushu,
team sports, and games. Questions of fair play and sportsmanship, preparation, discipline, and/team communication orient
many activities in the Physical Education curriculum. Keystone students work to understand and appreciate the value of
being physically active and are motivated to make healthy life choices.

Keystone believes that significant learning can happen beyond the classroom walls. The Experiential Learning Program, and
within it, the Outdoor Education Program, are linked directly to our Three Keystones, Five Shared Confucian Values and
the Keystone Academy Definition of Learning.

Students in Grades 6 through 10 travel as a grade group to another part of China each April. These trips are characterised by
visits to nationally regarded cultural or natural sites that are linked:into our curriculum and to the third Keystone - Chinese
Thread. These may include ancient civilisations, Silk Road trade routes, spiritual or religious temples and monasteries, areas
of outstanding natural beauty, Chinese philosophers’ homes-and areas of their inspiration, geology, science, architecture,

language and others.

Students also participate in an outdoor education program each fall. They get opportunities for challenge and adventure
in a natural environment. These may involve team building, leadership, communication, problem solving, confidence and
self-esteem. In order for our students to excel in a changing world that is increasingly difficult to define, they need the strong
character and self-confidence that comes from these extramural experiences. The Experiential Learning Program is key to

Keystone’s work.

Our Middle Years Programme teachers are caring and compassionate guides to their students as they develop intellectually,
emotionally, socially, and physically, both in the classroom and outside it. The Middle Years Programme is designed to
prepare students for an auspicious and harmonious transition to the Diploma Programme and for confident participation

in the academic challenges they face.
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CHINA: THE THREAD FROM WHICH OUR CURRICULUM IS
WOVEN

Keystone Academy is a Chinese school with an international program and a global flavor. We are honored to be located in
Beijing, our capital city, a place of vibrant political, cultural, and historical significance. Our mission as a school is to bring
together the best of three rich, deep educational traditions: the Chinese, the American, and the international. What we do
inside and outside the classroom is like a brilliant cloth of three colors: however, it is the Chinese that is the main thread in
this weave. We want all our students, Chinese and international, to be knowledgeable and proud of the powerful past and
promising future of China. To achieve this, our Chinese Thread brings out the pattern, in every grade of the school, of the
language, history, culture, and identity of China. Our focus on China and its contribution to the world allows our teachers
and students to achieve a deep understanding of their own identity, of their world, and of the connections between the
two. It imparts to students the critical thinking skills that will make them leaders in the world of global finance, politics, and
culture. It inspires in them a love for learning, a respect for their own traditions and cultural differences, and a passion for
high-level scholarship.

Contemporary instructional philosophy, reinforced by recent research in neuroscience, indicates that integrated and
interdisciplinary curriculum provides a powerful way to achieve deep, global learning. We have designed just this for the
Keystone curriculum, consistently linking elements of Chinese language and cultural history through all the divisions and
all the disciplines. We do this through coherent, methodical curriculum planning, through innovative teaching pedagogies,
and through experiential learning opportunities for students in and outside the classroom, in the residential halls, and on the
fields. The mere fact that all our students study the Chinese and English languages to a highlevel indicates our commitment
to the significance of China in the world.

The approach to the Chinese Thread is more focused in different disciplines in the Middle Years Programme. The Chinese
National Curriculum is central to the Chinese Language and Literature course:students study the classics in literature and
poetry, and become skilled in the reading and writing of Chinese. In the Middle Years Programme, the Chinese Thread
is a curriculum specially designed to link World Civilization and Chinese Civilization in a Humanities-oriented program
called China and the World. Students enroll in either the traditional Chinese Performing Arts or Chinese Visual Arts. By
Grade 10, students are prepared to engage in the Keystone Capstone Project. This involves independent research in a topic

of Chinese culture and/or cultural history that students identify.as their own particular interest. They conduct research,

produce a creative project, write an analytical essay, andpresent their product to a school audience. This kind of focused

v
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study and project-based learning at the conclusion of the Middle Years Programme gives students the opportunity to delve
into Chinese culture while simultaneously preparing for the rigors of independent work required in Diploma.

However, our Chinese Thread is not limited to the classroom. It is fully articulated in the extracurricular and residential
components of the school as well. Our house system reaches throughout all the grades, and finds inspiration from the shared
and traditional Chinese values that guide the Keystone emphasis on moral and character education — compassion, justice,
wisdom, respect, and honesty. The houses themselves are named for the Chinese “Five Elements” — metal, wood, water, fire,
and earth - and like these core elements, the houses sustain each other through expression of their individuality and their
oneness as Keystone Academy. The healthy food served in the cafeteria reflects culinary traditions of China and the rest of
the world, becoming another avenue for cultural learning and exchange. Field trips and speakers help students and teachers
learn about Beijing as a locus of learning and the arts, the center of government, and a substantial economic power in the
world. Even our school uniforms reflect the coming together of international and Chinese perspectives: our stylish attire is
designed to reflect both the traditional Chinese and the international. In myriad ways, Keystone Academy students graduate
with deep knowledge of the school’s home country and a profound appreciation for the contributions of Chinese culture
and history. This foundation will give our students formidable opportunities and advantages as they prepare to assume their

roles as global citizens.

MIDDLE YEARS SUBJECT AREAS

Keystone offers a program that is highly relevant to our students, their learning needs, and the needs of the world. Keystone
provides students a curriculum that blends distinctive traditions in eastern, western, and international education, in order
to provide an outstanding educational experience. It is a curriculum, too, which incorporates our three particular keystones
of providing bilingual immersion in Chinese and English; building character and community throughout our residential
setting; and promoting Chinese culture and identity in a world context.

The subjects taught in each grade at Keystone Academy Middle Years Programme are:

1. Language and Literature (Chinese and/or English)
2. Language Acquisition (Chinese and/or English)
3. Individuals and Societies (China and the World)
4. Chinese Arts (China and the World): Chinese Performing Arts and Chinese Visual Arts
S. Sciences
6. Mathematics
7. The Arts
Theatre
Music
Visual Arts
8. Design
9. Physical and Health Education
10. Characters & Values Education (Morality & the Rule of Law)

1. LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (CHINESE AND/OR ENGLISH)

CHINESE LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
The study of Putonghua (Mandarin) is a subject area shared by all students of Keystone Academy. Effective preparation
in-the Language courses boosts students’ performance in all their academic subjects. We teach Putonghua as a tool for

communication, critical thinking, and creative expression, and our students achieve a profound appreciation for the
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language and culture of China. The facility and fluency in Chinese language is a foundational principle of the Keystone
Academy educational philosophy. We guide our students in exploration and understanding of the language, art, literature,
and culture. Our students gain competency in Putonghua so that they can operate effectively in the Chinese-speaking
world, communicate with others, and evaluate literature and media critically. They are exposed to traditions of classical,
philosophical, modern and contemporary literature, as well as movements in world literature.

Students are introduced to creative writing, including literary genres such as fiction, prose, poetry and drama and different
non-literary genres. Grammar and vocabulary are topics of serious study throughout the years in the Middle Years
Programme. Students study different essay formats, and get experience with argumentative, expository, and narrative
essays. Students are taught about the writing process, with outlining, drafting, revising, and formulating final compositions
to obtain language fluency and effective writing habits. They become familiar with the canon of famous writers in China and
around the world for this age and level.

The Chinese Language and Literature class follows guidelines set by the Chinese National Curriculum, and has connections
to international middle school curriculum models. Topics and themes from the Chinese national standards include further
development in several areas including language construction and application, the development and enhancement of
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creation, and cultural inheritance and understanding through-language learning
activities such as reading and appreciation, expression and communication, and sorting and inquiry. Students develop rich
terminology in Chinese literary concepts and analytical tools in preparation for the writing and reading challenges for the
Diploma Programme and beyond. The language learning and the global perspectives of the Keystone students help them
develop the skills for advanced literary analysis and high level critical thinking.

GRADE 6

Students will study a wide range of literary and audiovisual texts. Students explore and examine the conceptions,
interpretations, and experiences of the world through literature. Students will understand.and explore a series of Chinese
and global texts, and form their own beliefs and values from different concepts: Understanding the complexity of reading
and writing with will prepare students fully for creative writing. The recognition of visual text will also be improved during
this period. In their spare time, students will read relevant supporting Chinese books according to the contents of different
units. Meanwhile, students are encouraged to choose their own reading for pleasure. This will help them to further improve
their understanding of literary works learned in class and gradually become lifelong learners.

GRADE 7

Students continue studying a broad range of literary and audiovisual texts. They work to achieve a more sophisticated
understanding of the Chinese language and increasing knowledge of literary canon through concept-driven inquiry. With
a conceptual focus and a balance of “humanistic themes” and “Chinese language elements’, this course develops and
demonstrates students’ language and literary skills through the study of a range of classic and diverse literary and non-
literary texts. Particular emphasis is placed on the development of reading skills and writing habits. For reading, the main
focus is on the study of texts in each unit, supplemented by the “reading of masterpieces” and “recitation of ancient poems
outside the classroom’”, which togetherbuild a continuum including “teaching and reading texts”, “reading texts on students’
own” and “reading outside the classroom” with the focus on reading methods and strategies that are generally applicable. For
writing, students will improve their awareness of the genres of landscape prose, narrative prose, narrative essays, biographies,
argumentation, expository essays, novels, poems, and fables, as well as develop their creative and analytical skills in these

genres.

GRADE 8
Students will continue deepening their ability to appreciate and analyze a broader range of literary and audiovisual texts.
Students will learn to explore their own emotional responses to literature, to comprehend the in-depth content of the work,

and to gain useful insights from this into nature and society. In terms of understanding and analysis, students will pay more




TEDUEE B 53R, TE95 SSBE SRR RN, SRR AT B0 BHISC 1RA0L
SEANRNEEEBETT, WHGERFONEESIE, Wm0 8O Rk BRI SO L)
Fe—FHNAEC A AR . ZMPRN. BER. B TEHX —RIMEESE, FHEE R R
AR, MBI SGEF R . RN, AR TR G 4RI BOS BRI b ] R i N AR
HOAE i o

A W DOETE & 5 SO A RERARYE [ [ R AR . S E R B s R R R BB R .
R BRARARME ) ZOR (4 i P 5 . SRR E R MBS IRICSF IR 1A R S A
Hizhl. BAERBE ST WEREHSAE. SULERE BRI T R R A5
FRREAT R AP ESCAMES AT FAERARTE . JIREPURHI H AR IS 15 K b e Pk e d o S
AT B E A T BRI A BRACH LT . KA BE A AT T SCE2 A AP AN PR RO B O BE T £ 7T«

NESR

INARZRIA 2 R 2 2] I W ST SO TR SCAR o 22 A W] DU SCEEAR B 22 BRI 77 38 8 1R
B, K CAR LR . FERHT B, A TR — R E AR LR R TR SR @I A
ARSI A, KA CHIE ST EN. AR IO PR AT 15 1 1 B0 5 VRIS 2 TR D A S
VEMUT 7853 W HE B o IUBESCARHI PN RE TS TERXA R T4 o S 2E S TEDRAR IR AR AN I T Y
WA, BEAR KA E P C1ES RIS~ R B SR BB H o OB A BT TRE—
X PR b2 S WSO B AR SRR IR G ) B R

LS

CAER A AR AR 5] T2 BSOSO SOAR o 22 ARl 1 RS SRS RS, IR DU TR = 1Y
B, BRSPS DS AL, SR U E SRR AL R dd i R &
$ BRERSCERSCRMAESC R ROUR, R LSRR A ER 5 U RE . Horh, JUHEAL B AE
NEGEABHRESR ERBEITE, DAARITIRECE > R, Sz DIGas 0 3 R BRAME TR L
S [ A — A B ERSCT B B RS TR TRA A S A B A R SR A R R Y
A B 77 TN B SR o BRI, PR AR RO HABEHOC ieAsG &g dUess w
3 /NG REICRTES 5 B SCHRGR . SRR AR T RE ST

NS

J\NAEZR B 2 HE R AR SEIRA B 32 A RN SCEASOAR AT SCAR B ) B85 BE AN AT RE 1o A Hf 4R 5T
H O SO RS e, PR A Z A 7 0 A AR S A AR R A R o AEBRAEAN AT T, 27
A ST FE AT TR T M BARETE TAEFISCABYS . FEFRRFIRIETT I, AR aR
TR H TN NS o 2R BEAAE R R 270 32 0 A R Rh SRR PRI SO, TR I AR PR A Bk TE
SR AT S S RGP B4R A o




attention to details and techniques, including rhetorical devices and literary techniques. In terms of expression and creation,
students will start to explore how to form their own style. In this grade, students will read different kinds of literary works
on the syllabus according to the unit theme, and complete inquiry-based reading reports grounded in global contexts and

thematic connections.

GRADE 9

The Grade 9 Chinese Language and Literature curriculum builds upon Grades 6-8, using complex classical literary works and
diverse practical texts as vehicles. It guides students to systematically explore how creative intent, audience, style, language,
culture, and medium influence textual content and expression. Students gain deep understanding of core literary themes such
as “belief”, “dignity”, “fairness”, “development”, and “changes of times’, thereby enhancing their analytical skills and creative
expression abilities. Through supplementary reading beyond the classroom, students will broaden their cultural horizons,
strengthening their ability to appreciate texts across diverse genres, eras, and cultures. This prepares them to communicate
effectively with varied audiences in diverse social, cultural, and academic contexts. Through ongoing reflection, students will

refine their literary sensibilities and language skills, building a solid foundation in literacy and lifelong learning.

GRADE 10

The Grade 10 Chinese Language and Literature course builds upon Grades 6-9 by further focusing on the development
of core subject competencies—comprehension, analysis, and creativity. The curriculum creates an inquiry-based learning
environment, guiding students to deeply study classic literary genres such as poetry, fiction, drama, and prose. By integrating
a series of non-literary texts, it broadens cognition and deepens understanding. Throughout this process, students compare
similarities and differences in expression and reader impact between literary works and non-literary texts addressing
the same topic or theme. They also explore diverse interpretations of the same theme across different eras and authors
within the same genre. Through these comparative explorations, students deepen their understanding of textual content,
temporal-spatial characteristics, and intertextual relationships within language and literature, They enhance their analytical
and creative abilities regarding classic literary works and multimodal materials, sharpen their sensitivity to the quality of
formally rigorous or aesthetically rich texts, and gain a more comprehensive appreciation of the diverse ways language and

literature represent the world. This fosters a profound understanding of the discipline’s unique nature and value.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

The English Language and Literature courses at Keystone give students access to a world of thought, creativity, self-
expression, and beauty in a sophisticated English language'medium. Students read and analyze works in various genres —
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, graphic novels, and so on — as well as produce their own writing in English. Students in
our courses use reading, reflection, discussion, writing, and presenting as vehicles for understanding themselves and their
communities. In doing so, they develop their aesthetic sensibilities, their own distinctive voices, and their analytical skills
while they explore the pleasures and-challenges of reading and writing in English. The key concepts investigated in this

course are communication, creativity, connections, and perspectives.

The overall aims of the English Language and Literature program are multiple. With respect to analysis, students learn
to consider the effects-and purposes of different text types as well as their cultural contexts and levels of reception. This
helps them to justify their interpretations, using appropriate examples and terminology, and to more effectively compare
and contrast literary works. In terms of organizing and producing their own writing, teachers instruct students in various
organizational structures and writing styles, working with them to produce and revise drafts of writing which, in the end,

capably express the students’ insights, imagination, and sensitivities. Indeed, our ambitions for student writing go beyond

utility: we want our students to produce writing that is clear and expressive, every bit as much as it is serviceable.
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A variety of different units make up the courses at each grade level, and include a balance of study in language and literature
from different time periods and different genres. A world literature component is central to each course, and students read
examples of world literature in English translation at the different grade levels.

When English is not the student’s mother tongue and the student is unable to fully engage in the English Language and
Literature program initially, English Language Acquisition courses can provide a progressive pathway into the English
Language and Literature program.

GRADE 6

Students in this course begin to explore a variety of different genres and forms of literary expression, including short stories,
visual and informational text, and poetry. Close readings and analysis help students understand why we can and do write
in different ways. Students are given a range of opportunities to develop their writing skills through study and practice of
various forms of writing. An introduction to figurative language is offered both through creative and expository writing and
supported in the analytical reading of course texts. Students read for understanding and begin to analyze elements-of plot,
theme, setting, and characterization, and also appreciate visual language.

GRADE 7

The English Language and Literature course curriculum is designed to develop a range of essential skills in written, oral, and
visual language. This includes a solid foundation in grammatical conventions, an appreciation of literature and the ability
to respond to it, and skills in using oral language effectively and accurately. Students are also taught how to further their
critical and analytical skills to respond to a variety of media. Students in Grade 7 continue to review the basic elements of
fiction—those of setting, character, theme, conflict, and plot — and expand their understanding of literary elements such as
irony, symbolism, foreshadowing, and motivation. Texts studied are written by an‘array of authorsin order to give students
a more global perspective. Students will also be introduced to the works of William Shakespeare and the basic elements of a
play. Throughout the year, student writing will focus on the use of persuasive argument and evidence, the practice of written
research and annotation skills, and the use of literary elements in creative writing:

GRADE 8

In addition to continued grammar and literature studies, students in Grade 8 have the opportunity to relate themes and
issues arising from the texts they read to the world around them. Relevant topics such as growing up, social relations,
and environmental change allow students to study both fiction+and non-fiction subject content in the wider contexts.
Observation and presentation skills, and the techniques of listening, speaking, reading, and writing are further developed at
amore complex level in Grade 8. The focus in persuasive and analytical writing is on the specific techniques writers employ

to create well-supported critical analysis, logical thinking, and a strong sense of voice.

GRADE 9

Students in Grade 9 deepen their approach to novels, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. In increasingly sophisticated ways,
they evaluate literary qualities and effects in'relation to purpose and audience. Students are required to debate, discuss, and
write on complex issues that arise in their reading, both with respect to formal aspects of writing as well as to the social,
emotional, ethical,and other issues that great writing poses. Literature is connected with relevant topics in other subject
areas in order to maximize the benefits to student learning that arise from interdisciplinary thinking.

GRADE 10

The English Language and Literature course in Grade 10 serves as a strong transition to the rigor and demands of the IB
Diploma course of the same name. Students deepen their understanding of various text types and analyze how these are
shaped both by context and reception. Literature form around the world, articles, essays, and opinion pieces enrich the

Language and Literature curriculum of Grade 10. Students refine their ability to respond to and critique literary texts with
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insight and sensitivity. Conceptually, the course addresses the ways language is shaped and developed in different cultural
contexts, and there are opportunities to explore the interdependent nature of language and culture. Students sharpen their
skills of literary analysis and practice writing for purpose in different types of prose.

2. LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (CHINESE AND/OR ENGLISH)

The Second Language Acquisition program in the Middle Years Programme is based on Keystone’s core principle of bilingual
immersion; we aim to help our students to be fully bilingual in Chinese and English by graduation. Our teachers carefully
design courses to guide students through the appropriate stages of linguistic development. The program corresponds
closely to the aims of the IB Middle Years Programme, to develop in students a respect for and understanding of the school’s
languages, both Chinese and English. The course of study is planned with the consideration of a student’s progression into the
IB Diploma Programme and higher education. In our Language Acquisition classes, students learn the skills to facilitate their
own further language learning, and enable them to move effectively into global economies and international business. Among
key concepts explored in this course are communication, connections, creativity, and culture.

Students are grouped into levels or phases, within their grade levels, in the Language Acquisition program. Teachers use
specific methods to focus on each of the skills associated with language development; these include listening, speaking,
reading, writing, analysing, and interpreting. As students reach Phase S of the Language Acquisition course, they are
considered for advancement into Language and Literature courses in the target language to further their competency in
that language.

In the Middle Years Programme Language Acquisition program, students can be placed in one of the phases below:

EMERGENT COMMUNICATORS (PHASES 1 AND 2)

In Phase 1 and 2, students work to become emergent communicators. For Phasel, studentsaim to understand and respond
to simple phrases, statements, and questions. They identify basic messages, facts; opinions, feelings, and ideas presented in
oral, visual, and written language, and demonstrate their comprehension in simple oral and written phrases. They convey
basic information in a limited range of everyday situations, using oral and written language appropriate to a very limited
range of interpersonal and cultural contexts. They begin to be aware that language use is connected to a purpose and an
audience. For Phase 2, students aim to understand and respond to simple spoken and written texts. They identify messages,
facts, opinions, feelings and ideas presented in oral, visual and written language, and demonstrate their comprehension in
short oral and written form. They interact to share information in a limited range of familiar situations, using basic language
appropriate to a limited range of interpersonal and. cultural contexts. They are aware that language varies according to

purpose and audience.
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CAPABLE COMMUNICATORS (PHASES 3 AND 4)
Students who are capable communicators are focused on building a solid foundation of language skills that will enable them
to communicate clearly and effectively. At the capable level, students will have some exposure to analyzing literature.

Phase 3 students understand and respond to a limited variety of spoken and written texts, especially articles and short
stories. They understand specific information, main ideas, and some detail presented in oral, visual and written language.
Phase 3 students engage in conversation and write structured texts to express their ideas, opinions, and experiences in a
limited range of interpersonal and cultural context. They will understand that they can speak and write in different ways for
different purposes and audiences.

In Phase 4, students understand and respond to a variety of spoken and written texts, including short novels, articles, and
short stories. They interpret specific information, main ideas, and some details presented in complex oral, visual, and written
language, drawing conclusions and recognizing implied opinions and attitudes in texts read and viewed. Phase 4 students
engage in conversation and write structured text to share informative and organized ideas on topics of personal interestand
global significance. They identify aspects of format and style and speak and write with a clear sense of audience and purpose.

PROFICIENT COMMUNICATORS (PHASE 5)

Phase S aims to sharpen students’ language skills so they begin to be effective, precise, and sophisticated communicators.
Students analyse specific information, ideas, opinions and attitudes presented in a variety of complex, authentic multimodal
texts; they also analyse conventions and connections presented in texts to draw conclusions. Moreover, students produce
a range of rather complex spoken and written language organized in an appropriate format with a sense of audience and
purpose to suit the context, including opinions and perspectives on topics of personal, academic and global significance
exploring multiple cultural contexts. Lastly, they begin demonstrating sophisticated analytical skill, start evaluating texts
and use literary and technical vocabulary. Phase S students are being equipped for transitioning into Language & Literature

courses.

3. INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (CHINA AND THE WORLD)

“China and the World” combines Chinese civilization and World civilization in Grades 6-8. It is an integrated course
designed by Keystone Chinese and international teachers under the framework of the MYP Individuals and Societies
course. According to the MYP 1&S Guide (2015 ), “The MYP Individuals and Societies incorporates disciplines traditionally
studied under the general term ‘the humanities’ (such as history and philosophy), as well as disciplines in the social sciences

such as economics, business management, geography, sociology, anthropology, political science, and psychology.”

In this course, students are immersed-in a bilingual and multi-cultural environment. The course is taught by two teachers
in different languages and from different cultural backgrounds. In each unit, the content of both Chinese civilization and
world civilizations share a common goal: to understand key concepts in the same global context. Students acquire different
content in the two classes using both'languages, but the concepts and inquiries are always linked, and usually the skills are
developed and transferred within the unit as well. There is at least one common formative or summative assessment per
unit in each course. The integration of CNC standards has also created an even more uniquely complex curriculum for
the students. For both planning and assessment, Chinese and international teachers are in constant communication about

pedagogical strategies and about student performance. In the end, students share an understanding of what it means to be
humanand how that affects their place in China and the World.
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GRADE 6: CHINA AND THE WORLD 1

Students study various scales of time, from the history of the universe to hominid evolution, to gain a contextual
understanding of history. They examine the origins of Homo sapiens, explore the concepts of human prehistory and history,
and refine their investigation skills by comparing the Shang and Zhou dynasties in China with other early civilizations like
Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt, and the Maya. Additionally, students explore the development of unique cultures based on
geography, examine relationships through trade and diplomacy, and participate in activities like Keystone’s World Mosaic
Day to learn about different cultures. During the last part of the year, students study the impact of human actions on the
environment, with a focus on regional developments and its effects on local environments and community health. Through
various in-class projects, including research, students have opportunities to write in structured ways, present orally, work
collaboratively, and develop the foundation for the critical thinking needed for the MYP Program.

GRADE 7: CHINA AND THE WORLD 2

Grade 7 China and the World builds on the content students have learned and the skills they have developed in Grade 6 China and
the World classes. The course begins with belief systems that originated and developed throughout the world. Studentsinquire
into how beliefs influence practices and shape cultural perspectives and explore ancient Chinese beliefs such as Confucianism,
Taoism, Legalism and Mohism. In the second unit, Students explore the lasting influences of ancient Greece; Rome and China
on our world. As students dive deeper into key concepts like systems and change, they are presented with-real world local-and
global challenges related to evolution of trade, the Silk Road, Globalization and Sustainability. At the end of the year, students
explore how the interactions between humans and the environment influence the diversity and development of various global

systems.

GRADE 8: CHINA AND THE WORLD 3

China and the World in Grade 8 explores various historical units that shed light on important themes and concepts.
Students will delve into the transformative period of the Renaissance, alongside the influential Song and Yuan dynasties,
to understand how changes in philosophies can shape perspectives and cultural expressions. Then impact of exploration
will be examined, revealing how interactions between different communities can lead to relationships, inequalities, and far-
reaching consequences. Students will also analyze the challenges of managing migration and the sustainability issues that
arise from resource utilization within communities. Lastly, students will delve into the development of systems of thinking,
revolutions in thought, societal innovations, and challenges to authority, highlighting how collective learning gives rise to

new ideas and societal transformations.

GRADE 9: WORLD CIVILIZATION 4

In Grade 9 students explore government systems in the present day, using real-life case studies to better understand different
types of government systems and where'they fall on the political quadrant. Students will apply their understandings to
Keystone where students will explore school systems with the intention to propose innovative policies that would be
efficient and fair for the whole community. In the second semester, students will also explore the concepts of consumption
as a main driver of economic growth which began with the first Industrial Revolution. Using Keystone as a case study,
students will collect data, identify challenges, and suggest solutions related to consumption patterns, specifically related to
online purchasing and delivery. Throughout the grade 9 year, students will engage in various research methods, including
media, interviews, surveys, and observations, to collect, interpret, analyze, and draw conclusions that inform their actions.

GRADE 9: CHINESE CIVILIZATION 4

The units of study in Grade 9 focus on China’s reforms and development from the late 19th century to the early 21st
century. Turbulent world situations and globalization had a greatimpact on the Qing Dynasty and challenged the traditional
knowledge system and economic structure. Topics in this course include: the pursuit of democracy in modern China, war
and peacein China in the 20th century, the development of new China and the world, and the changes in modern Chinese
customs. Students examine concepts including globalization, change, identity, and conflict up through the People’s Republic

of China and understand the transformational process, disconnection, and revival from tradition to modernity. The class
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builds links in historical context at points in unit 2 with World Civilizations. Assessments are conducted according to the
MYP framework and students cultivate essential skills to align with the IB.

GRADE 10: WORLD CIVILIZATION 5

This course explores a variety of topics in the 20th century through concepts and global contexts that unite the entire
Middle Years Programme. The course is structured to help students foster research skills, encourage critical and creative
thinking, develop perspectives on issues, and communicate their understanding using various mediums. Students study the
era of World War I through World War II and continue to the Cold War through treaties, social movements and political
ideologies in the 20th century. During this course, an interdisciplinary unit is taught where students use the disciplines
of English, History, Economics, Geography, Psychology, and Political Science to explore misinformation in our current
and future societies. After studying 20th Century events, students will examine 21st century issues and look at how these
issues involve local, regional and global stakeholders. Some of the issues students will study include but are limited to
climate change, globalization, resource management and sustainability. By the end of course, students will synthesize their
understanding of concepts and global contexts of Middle Years Programme to develop and present an ideal society; that is
a Utopia. Ultimately, students will have the opportunity to improve their skills related to self -management, thinking, and

research as well as recommending solutions to these various societal issues.

GRADE 10: CHINESE CIVILIZATION 5

G10 Chinese Civilization builds on the knowledge gained in G9. Study of the development of China at 20th Century
and the road of China at 21st Century is the course of this course, and students gain a good understanding of the major
development clues of modern China, and understand the common development of China andthe world. The themes of
this course include the major wars and international cooperation in the 20th century, as well/as the role played by China,
and it explores the impact of the choices made by some important historical figures during this period. At the same time, it
will also explore the development of China’s port cities in modern times, and realize the take-off of China’s economy after
the reform and opening up. On this basis, students will independently complete a research project- Keystone Capstone
Project. In response to the course “China and the World”, Keystone Capstone Project encourages students to choose China’s
history, geography, literature, philosophy, economics, or current issues to conduct research, draft and write an essay, and
present their findings to their colleagues before the end of the project. Teachers serve as mentors and guide students as
they fulfill the requirements of this research project. This kind of concentrated and project-based learning gives students the
opportunity to delve into Chinese Civilization development while simultaneously preparing for the rigors of independent
work required in Diploma Programme. A conceptual approach to align with the MYP framework is encouraged to guide
student learning.

4. CHINESE ARTS (CHINA AND THE WORLD)

The Chinese Performing Arts and Visual Arts together form an important component of the Keystone Chinese Thread in
the Middle Years Programme. These courses offer students the skills and theoretical background to appreciate and create
traditional Chinese Arts demonstrating quality and competency at high levels.

In Grades 6 and 7,students have an exploratory experience where they rotate through one semester each of Dance, Music,
Visual Arts, and Wushu: This allows students to get a taste of what each area has to offer before they commit to full-year study
in one area in Grades 8-10.

Chinese Dance Course 6 — 8

Inthis course, students begin with practical movement training, exploring the rhythm, style, and expressive detail of selected Chinese
dance excerpts. Through guided physical practice, they develop an understanding of the distinctive movement vocabulary and aesthetic
qualities of Chinese dance.
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Building on this foundation, students investigate the cultural and historical contexts that shape these embodied forms of expression. They
examine how dance both reflects and influences social life, and how Chinese ethnic folk and traditional dance have evolved over time.
This supports students in understanding the origins, development, and changing aesthetic characteristics of Chinese dance traditions.
Students also strengthen their ability to analyze and appreciate dance through a cross-cultural lens, learning to view dance as a cultural
carrier, a record of its time, and an artistic symbol. By combining practice, research, and reflection, students develop a richer and more
dynamic understanding of Chinese dance.

By the end of the course, students synthesize their learning by transforming movement knowledge and emotional insight into personal
creative expression, building confidence and exploring their potential as developing dance artists.

CHINESE PERFORMING ARTS (GRADES 9-10): DANCE

In the Dance courses in Grades 9 and 10, students focus on applying dance techniques and skills while expanding the
richness of their movement vocabulary, developing stronger expressive power and stage presence. Through the study of
the history, culture, and development of Chinese dance, alongside key ideas from dance traditions worldwide, students
deepen their understanding of dance as an art form and explore the social functions and creative intentions that sitbehind
performance-making.

The course includes focused study of classical Chinese dance, Chinese folk dance, and modern dance works, enabling
students to experience and accumulate movement vocabulary across a range of styles. Students also learn core methods and
techniques of choreography. Building on these skills, they observe and reflect on artistic inspiration drawn from everyday
life, and use this to create original dance works with clear ideas, emotional resonance, and creative intent, which they then

rehearse, perform, and present.

CHINESE PERFORMING ARTS (GRADES 6-7): CHINESE MUSIC

In the Chinese Music curriculum, students will start a journey of sonic exploration, immersing themselves in representative
works from diverse eras and styles. Through active listening, they will experience the unique melodies, rhythms, and aesthetic
nuances, gaining insight into the emotions and cultural expressions within. Students will trace the historical trajectory
of Chinese music, from the ancient courtly music to modern folk traditions and international musical landscapes. This
exploration will illuminate the deep connections between music and societaland cultural transformations. Integrating sight-
singing, ear training, and music theory, the curriculum enhances musical understanding through instrumental performance
and collaborative small electronic ensembles, fostering both musical expressiveness and teamwork. Students will cultivate
a cross-cultural perspective to analyze and appreciate music; recognizing it as a vibrant cultural artifact. Ultimately, this
course aims to foster a comprehensive and dynamic understanding of Chinese and global music, encouraging students to
synthesize knowledge, expression, and emotion in practice, thereby igniting their creativity and performance abilities, and
developing their holistic aesthetic literacy in musical perception, expression, and creation.

CHINESE PERFORMING ARTS (GRADES 9-10): CHINESE MUSIC

This Chinese Music curriculum<is designed to deepen students’ musical comprehension, enhance their individual
performance skills, and cultivate their aesthetic perception and collaborative abilities. The course content includes a cultural
understanding of students’ “local music”, the performance and appreciation of Chinese opera ensembles, the composition
of poetry into songs, music arrangement, the interpretation of film scores, and the creation of original musical works.
Through a rich array of artistic forms, students will systematically and deeply learn to employ musical vocabulary, texture,
emotion, and technique; exploring musical expression and interpretation from aural, perceptual and visual perspectives.
The curriculum emphasizes experiencing the allure of music through collaboration and integrating traditional, classical,
and contemporary elements in practice. This holistic approach aims to comprehensively elevate students” musical literacy,

cultural identity, and capacity for creative expression.
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CHINESE PERFORMING ARTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL): WUSHU

In this course, we start an exploratory journey across culture, history, and physical practice through the lens of Wushu. The
curriculum will focus on the unique weaponry in Wushu, guiding students not only to learn their technical movements but
also to deeply understand their underlying cultural origins and symbolic meanings. Students will examine the developmental
trajectory of Wushu in China and globally from historical and comparative cultural perspectives, explore the lifestyles and
philosophical principles of traditional Wushu practitioners, and experience the fundamental techniques of weapon usage,
including etiquette, control of force, concentration, and the wisdom of practical application. Through continuous and
precise practice, students will foster the harmonious development of body and mind. The course progresses “from tool
to philosophy”, not only imparting skills and cultivating students’ physical coordination, reaction abilities, and willpower
but also dedicating itself to nurturing responsible, focused, and culturally inclusive global citizens. This ensures that each
student can strengthen their physique, refine their spirit, and become a lifelong learner with balanced physical and mental
development through the study of Wushu.

CHINESE PERFORMING ARTS (HIGH SCHOOL): WUSHU

In the Wushu classes for Grades 9 and 10, students will explore the developmental lineage of Wushu styles, digging into the
historical origins of different Wushu factions, and establishing cultural understanding from the perspective of traditional
Chinese Wushu studies. Concurrently, they will integrate a global perspective of diverse Wushu cultures to. comprehend
the unique value of Chinese Wushu within the world’s sports and cultural landscape. Practical training will include Wushu
weaponry and Tai Chi, among other elements. Students will systematically learn the fundamental techniques of Wushu
weaponry, master the stances and movements proficiently, and enhance their physical coordination and sense of power
through the practice of each move. This will further deepen their understanding of the deep connotations and objectives
behind weapon deployment within the Wushu system. By studying the cultural knowledge of Tai Chi and discussing related
philosophical ideas, students will experience the commonalities and differences/between traditional Chinese philosophy
and diverse global philosophical thoughts, thereby cultivating a cross-cultural perspective and critical thinking skills.
Simultaneously, through practicing Tai Chi movements, they will perceive the principles of change involving yin and yang,
emptiness and fullness, and speed and slowness, deepening their comprehension of Tai Chi philosophy and learning to view
the movement and philosophical wisdom within diverse cultures with dialectical thinking. This approach will transform the
study of Chinese Wushu into a bridge connecting tradition and modernity, the local and the global, broadening students’

international horizons and fostering an inclusive and open mindset regarding different cultures.

CHINESE VISUAL ARTS (GRADE 6)

Students will use the history of traditional Chinese calligraphy as a clue to understand the origins, development and
characteristics of Chinese writing as a whole,and demonstrate what they have learned through different forms of calligraphy.
In the process of learning, students will explore the relationship between the art of calligraphy and the cultures of various

dynasties, and deepen their understanding of traditional Chinese culture in the world context.

CHINESE VISUAL ARTS (GRADES 8-10)

Students will understand, appreciate and reflect on the aesthetics and manifestation of traditional Chinese visual art. In Grades
8-10, students will experience themes of calligraphy, engraving, traditional Chinese Ink wash painting, the “Five Colors under
Glaze” in Chinese porcelain articles; traditional Chinese murals, architecture and sculptures, ceramic art, etc,, to cultivate the
ability of modeling, artistic expression, and the use of different materials, to explore the relationship between art forms and social
forms, customs, and culture; compare it with similar art forms in other cultures and deepen the understanding of Chinese culture
in the world context in the process of learning,

5.SCIENCES

The Science curriculum at Keystone encourages all students to inquire, explore, and investigate issues and occurrences
related to observable phenomena and to their own lives. Skills and knowledge learned in classes enhance and augment

this. Students are guided in scientific inquiry both individually and collaboratively through observation, research, and
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experimentation. By investigating real examples, students discover the tensions and dependencies between science and
factors such as culture, the environment, ethics, and politics. Students study content in integrative ways, which emphasize
the big ideas across the disciplines, such as change, systems, and relationships.

The courses offered in the Sciences, guided by the Ontario curriculum standards, also enable students to access, use, and
communicate scientific knowledge accurately and with confidence in oral, written, and visual modes. Learning science
and the scientific method involves much more than mere terminology. It is an approach to knowledge, a special way of
seeing, questioning, analyzing, and describing the world. Students in our Science courses learn how to identify issues, make
assumptions, explore related facts, and then draw preliminary conclusions to be proven by experimentation, evidence, and

further research. They learn to appreciate and respect the ideas and discoveries of others.

GRADES 6, 7, and 8: INTEGRATED SCIENCES

The Science courses for Keystone’s Grades 6, 7, and 8 students offer an integrated approach to scientific learning. This
approach allows all students to experience and develop interests in the wonderful and diverse fields of science. Studentslearn
about scientific knowledge and the scientific method and use these insights for analytical thinking and problem=solving.
Students learn to design their research projects based on their inquiries and learn to collect, process, and interpret evidence
individually and in collaboration with their peers. They conduct experiments and observations to form hypotheses, perform
investigations, analyze the collected data, and draw conclusions. Students are expected to communicate their findings in

various ways.

The topic of study includes units in Space Science, the vastness of the Universe, the Sun, Moon, Earth, Selar system, seasons,

impacts of space explorations from the science factors perspectives, and the technologies usedin space exploration.

Life Sciences topics cover diversity of life, classification, natural selection, extinctions, threats to biodiversity, finding
solutions to biodiversity issues, conservation efforts, interaction in environments, ecosystems, heat and energy flow in
ecosystems, food chain and food webs, food webs, human impacts on the ecosystem, cell theory, characteristics of plants
and animal cells, osmosis, single-celled organisms like bacteria, antibiotic resistance.

Physical Sciences topics include fluids, flight, atoms, the periodic table, physical and chemical properties, static and current
electricity, density, kinetic theory of particles, buoyancy, heat transfer, lift, force, conservation of matter, conservation of
energy, phases of matter, pressure, structure: form and function, structural designs that failed and resisted natural disasters,

and Earth Sciences focusing on the Lithosphere and biosphere.

The integrated nature of the Sciences in the Middle Years program enables students to investigate and appreciate the real-
world application of science and the impact of science to improve human endeavor through scientific inventions. The
inquiry-based practice of scientifi¢ thinking and methods helps students develop and improve critical, problem-solving, and
transfer thinking skills. There is a strong emphasis on scientific terminology and communicating understanding in English

in these early years. The integrated Science curriculum increases in complexity and academic rigor each year.

Furthermore, the curriculum is intentionally designed to develop the whole student, extending beyond scientific content to
cultivate essential 21st-century competencies. Guided by Keystone Academy’s five shared values, the program strengthens
students’ resiliency, adaptability, and collaborative spirit. This focus ensures that the mastery of scientific processes and
conceptual understanding is paired with the growth of future ready skills —such as critical thinking, ethical problem-

solving, and articulate communication—that empower students to succeed in complex, real-world contexts.
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GRADES 9 & 10: MYP Sciences

(Chemistry; Physics; Biology)

The courses offered in the Sciences for Grades 9 and 10 cover the content of three core subjects in Science: Physics, Chemistry
and Biology. Each subject area has specific content, but they all share a common inquiry-based methodology. These courses
are a continuation of the scientific concepts explored in the lower grades at Keystone and they lay the foundation for the
Group 4 Experimental Sciences in the IB Diploma Programme. The entire course is divided into eight units over the
course of two years and some of the main concepts covered are: kinematics, mechanics, static and current electricity, wave
properties (light and sound), chemical bonding, chemical reactions, rate of reactions, acids and bases, stoichiometry, cell
biology and biochemistry, evolution, reproduction and genetics.

In each unit, student learning is based on inquiry, conceptual understanding, and practice. Teachers use a variety of
student-centered approaches to engage students, including experiments and group projects amongst others, integrating
technology where appropriate.Students are provided with ample opportunities to develop their investigative and inquiry
skills in designing laboratory investigations, as well as analysing and evaluating data. Critical thinking, curiosity, creativity,
cooperation, and independent learning are fostered as a result of these practices in the science classes. Through this course
students are constantly encouraged to reflect upon the impact of science on the current world and on their everyday lives.

6. MATHEMATICS

The study of mathematics has a central place in the intellectual development of all students at Keystone. Mathematics helps
students to connect their own lives with the world around them, and to interpret abstract events and occurrences with
precise quantitative methods. As the Keystone Math Curriculum Vision Statement says, we ‘hold ambitious expectations
for all within a carefully structured, spiraled, and supportive learning environment.-Qur approach to mathematics is to
enable students to communicate using precise mathematical reasoning, to employ mathematical techniques effectively, and
to apply mathematics in real-life contexts. As a consequence, they develop higher order critical and creative thinking skills,
and advanced problem-solving capabilities.

The four branches of mathematical study covered throughout all the courses in Keystone’s Middle Years Programme are:

«  Numerical and Abstract Reasoning
«  Thinking with Models

«  Spatial Reasoning

«  Probability and Statistics

These four strands are woven into all ourcourses by using a variety of pedagogical modes to meet the specific needs of our
students. Students are encouraged to use technology tools appropriately as they work through problems and achieve new
and deeper understandings in mathematics.

GRADE 6

The grade six mathematics course explores topics including numeracy, statistics, algebra and geometry. The class begins
with the study of problem-solving strategies, which builds a foundation and will continue applying those strategies
throughout the year. Students discover how math is seen and used in the real world. In the numeracy unit, students will
continue exploring fractions'such as multiplying and dividing fractions and applications of fractions. Then students build
understanding of ratio, percentage based on understanding of fractions. They will experience these skills in authentic tasks
such as “Making dumplings” and “Making cookies”. In Geometry, students will learn about the circle, find the formula of
circumference, area of circle, arc length, area of sector and surface area of cylinder with digital explorations. In terms of
algebra, students will study how to combine like terms and solve one-variable equations. Also, they will apply this skill
to solve more complex questions. Students will also have opportunities to develop their abstract thinking through visual

geometric pattern investigation. In statistics, students will understand different types of data and how it is represented using
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bar graphs, line graphs, and pie charts. They will apply the statistical knowledge to improve their swimming performance
in PE class.

GRADE 7

The grade seven mathematics course includes topics from numeracy, linear algebra, geometry and statistics. The course is
designed to help students transition from prealgebra to linear algebra. Students are introduced to the world of patterns in
mathematics and see their relationship to linear equations. They will also learn how to solve systems of linear equations
and inequalities. In the numeracy unit, students will use the knowledge of rational numbers and their operations to solve
a variety of problems. In the geometry unit students begin their journey of writing proofs by learning the relationships
between angles and lines. In the statistics unit, students learn how to make sense of data, analyze it and make connections
to real-world situations. The Probability unit explores the difference between theoretical and experimental probability and
teaches students how to use probability lines and Venn diagrams to visualize and solve probability problems.

GRADE 8

The grade eight mathematics course is a journey of growth and exploration for our students. It aims to empower them with
the knowledge and skills necessary to tackle the challenges of 9th grade mathematics, be it at the standard or extended level.
Throughout the course, students will immerse themselves in a diverse range of essential topics. In the numeracy unit, they
will discover the intricacies of real number systems, exponents, and simplification of radical expressions. As they progress to
the algebra unit, students will deepen their understanding of algebraic expressions, including mastering factoring techniques
and rational expressions, while also delving into the concepts and characteristics of linearfunctions. The geometry unit
will provide students with the platform to construct basic deductive proofs using triangle congruence postulates and the
properties of parallelograms. To conclude the course, students will solidify their understanding of fundamental statistical

concepts and explore new chart types like scatter plots and cumulative frequency graphs.

GRADES 9 & 10 STANDARD AND EXTENDED LEVELS

The MYP mathematics program in Grades 9 and 10 offers two levels of challenge which support mathematics in the DP
Programme. Students are placed in levels based on course performance, assessments results, and teacher recommendations.
Levels can be adjusted when appropriate. For students who enter Keystone Academy as new students, a placement test
in combination with the student’s previous school records help to inform decisions on course placement. Standard Level
Mathematics provides students with sound knowledge of fundamental mathematical principles and strategies. In Extended
Level Mathematics student explore the content in greater depth and study topics in more depth and at a quicker pace.
In both levels, we have carefully adjusted our approaches to prepare students for the challenge of the new IB Diploma
Programme courses. Students are required to have their own TI-84 series graphing calculator for all Grades 9 and 10

mathematics courses.

GRADE 9: STANDARD (SL) AND EXTENDED (EL) LEVEL MATHEMATICS

The Grade 9 Standard (SL) and Extended (EL) courses are designed to extend students’ understanding of quadratics
functions with many in-depth application problems. In the geometry unit students study circles and similar triangles. This
knowledge is extended to give students a basic understanding of right triangle trigonometry. In further geometric study
students will also learn about rotations and projections. Finally, students will further their study of probability, including
conditional probability.

In the EL course students cover topics in more depth and at a faster pace. In addition, there is greater emphasis on analytical

mathematics.
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GRADE 10: STANDARD (SL) AND EXTENDED (EL) LEVEL MATHEMATICS

The Grade 10 Standard (SL) and Extended (EL) courses are the final MYP math courses before the DP program. The courses
cover topics from algebra, geometry, and statistics. Students begin the year with a study of functions and transformations.
This is followed by a unit of advanced trigonometry including trigonometric graphs, equations, and identities. A unit on
statistics explores ways to describe and analyze data, including statistical distributions. Students are also introduced to
calculus.

In the EL course students cover topics in more depth and at a faster pace. In addition, there is greater emphasis on analytical
mathematics. The EL course also covers additional topics in vectors and rational functions.

Students who take Math Standard Level courses in Grade 10, typically take Standard Level math courses in the DP program.
Students who are successful in Extended Level Math in Grade 10 will be prepared to take either Diploma Programme

mathematics course at the HL Level.

7. THE ARTS

MYP Arts is compulsory for all students in Grades 6 to 9 and optional in Grade 10, where students choose either MYP Arts
or MYP Design.

Creativity and collaboration are qualities required for success, both in education and in a future career. Creative thinking in
the Arts engages students, develops confidence and aesthetic sensibilities, and makes learning visible in ways that generate
real passion. In the Middle Years Programme, there is great emphasis placed on all the Arts, which are central to the Chinese
Thread at Keystone Academy.

Keystone offers a rich curriculum in state-of-the-art spaces that are specifically designed for each art form. Whether students
are taking a leading role in a school theatre production or bringing a Bach Cello Suite to life, the Arts programme at Keystone
provides exceptional facilities and expert teaching. Our school is equipped with extensive visual and digital arts spaces,
including purpose-built studios for painting, ceramics, sculpture, and multimedia work.

Students are encouraged to work both independently and collaboratively as they explore Theatre, Music, and the Visual
Arts. They study the history of these art forms, as well as the techniques that enable them to express themselves creatively.
The Arts curriculum is closely connected to the Chinese Visual Arts and Chinese Performing Arts, providing students with
a well-rounded artistic education. Key concepts explored in the Arts courses include aesthetics, change, communication,
and identity. These concepts help students analyse issues and solve problems that impact their communities and the wider

world.

In Grades 6, 7, and 8, all students participate in Visual and Performing Arts (Theatre and Music). In Grades 9 and 10,
students choose one art form to pursue in greater depth.

THEATRE

Theatre is a central component of Keystone’s Performing Arts programme. Through practical exploration, students engage
in the theatre-making process in a collaborative environment. This provides them with the opportunity to contribute as
creators, designers, directors, and performers. At Keystone, students are exposed to a diverse range of theatrical traditions

from Asia, Europe, Africa, and the Americas.
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The Theatre programme encourages students to appreciate the importance of Investigation, development, creation,
performance and evaluation—both as participants and as audience members. These processes help students gain a deeper
understanding of themselves, their community, and the world. Students explore performance elements (such as body and
voice) and production elements (such as lighting, costume, and set design) to understand how these work together to create

meaning in various contexts.

MUSIC

Keystone’s music programme focuses on experiential learning in composition and performance, following the MYP Arts
inquiry-based framework. Students are exposed to a variety of instructional methods, with a strong emphasis on student-
directed learning and collaboration in music creation. They engage in critical listening and develop an awareness of the
cultural, historical, and social contexts from which music originates. Students also explore music traditions from different
cultures and eras, as well as the contemporary music technologies that are shaping today’s world.

Students have opportunities to work individually and in small groups to compose, produce, and perform their own-music
using voices, instruments, and various music technologies. Through creative engagement, they develop their’knowledge
and skills in different types of music, while recognising how their musical learning connects to other academic subjects.
Students are taught the basic elements of music—such as notes, rhythm, form, dynamics, and articulation—and learn to
apply these concepts to their performance. The music programme is designed to prepare students forthe MYPand Chinese
Thread music units, which support their growth in both Chinese and Western music contexts. The Keystone music courses

are carefully scaffolded to provide a strong foundation for the IB Diploma Music programme:

VISUAL ARTS

The Visual Arts programme at Keystone fosters creative thinking alongside the development of technical skills in various
media, such as painting, drawing, fashion design, digital media, and photography. Students explore art from different
cultures, time periods, and movements, while experimenting with different techniques and:materials. They are encouraged

to embrace the artistic process, developing creative approaches to visual problem-solving and self-expression.

In addition to developing practical skills, students critically analyse the role of artists and the relationship between artistic
expression and its historical and cultural context. As they engage in their own art-making, students develop the critical
thinking skills necessary to inform their creative choices. Key concepts explored in the Visual Arts include composition,

innovation, interpretation, style, and representation. In Grades 9-10, the programme equips students with the necessary

skills, conceptual understanding, and creative aptitude to'succeed in the IB Diploma Arts Programme.
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8. DESIGN

The Design course, which encompasses Product Design, Digital Design, Robotics, and Coding, is compulsory for all
students in Grades 6-9 and optional in Grade 10. Students learn about design thinking and the design process, which is
applicable in many fields outside the design classroom. Our students learn how to use a wide range of tools to design and
create two and three-dimensional creations as well as digital and virtual products. Teachers actively engage students in
aspects of digital and product design. Projects introduce skills in graphical and physical modeling, computer aided design
(CAD), prototype making and the use of a range of resistant materials and digital tools. The key concepts investigated in this
course are communication, communities, development, and systems. Students examine the role of technology in different
cultural contexts over time. They consider crucial contemporary issues of technology and the digital world as these relate
to new models of sustainability and global citizenship. Technology is integrated into every course of study at Keystone.
Competent and responsible use of digital technology is expected from all our students and therefore training in the use of
computers and other digital devices forms part of the Keystone curriculum, culminating in an opportunity to study Design
Technology and Computer Science at the Diploma level.

9. PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION

Physical and Health Education (PHE) in Keystone’s Middle Years Programme empowers students to understand and
appreciate the value of being physically active and motivated to make healthy life choices. Through active learning, students
explore a variety of concepts that help foster an awareness of physical development and health perspectives. Students are
supported to become leaders, collaborators and communicators who are humble in achievement and graceful in defeat.
The PHE curriculum allows students to explore a variety of sports and physical activities to supportthem to find a love of
movement and develop their movement skills.

Physical and Health Education classes combine both practical and theoretical elements. Through participating in a variety
of sports and physical activities, students explore the theoretical concepts of coaching, aesthetic movement, fitness and
human physiology, aquatics and skill acquisition. In PHE classes, students inquire into the key concepts of communication,
development, change and relationships and are assessed on both their practical abilities as well as theoretical understanding
in four different criteria:

Knowledge and understanding

Planning for performance

Applying and performing

Reflecting and improving performance

Physical and Health Education is compulsory for all students in the Middle Years Programme. The program seeks to foster
knowledge, skills, and attitudes that will help students enjoy a healthy and balanced life during their time at the Academy
and beyond into adulthood.

GRADE 6

In Grade 6 PHE, students engage in a variety of team and individual physical activities and sports. The program takes
advantage of Keystone’s superb athletic facilities to provide opportunities for students to develop their fundamental
movement skills and adaptthem to different aspects of physical activity, including game situations, aesthetic movements and

aquaticactivities. Throughout the Grade 6 program, students will be engaged in the units of dodgeball, fitness components
in benchball, striking and fielding, swimming and basketball.
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GRADE 7

The Grade 7 program focuses on further progressing and refining students’ fundamental movement skills and adapting
them into more complex sports and movements through team, individual, aesthetic and aquatic sports. Students will build
upon the basic team strategy skills learnt in Grade 6, by learning to analyse and adapt to different situations, by creating and
applying appropriate strategies to solve complex problems presented to them. Students will do this through engaging in the
sports of floor hockey, water polo, racket sports, ultimate frisbee and soccer.

GRADE 8
Students in Grade 8 continue to develop physical and interpersonal skills through planning and implementing their own
tournaments and fitness programs using the team sports of handball, softball and volleyball. Students also progress their

teamwork skills through units of water safety and soccer.

GRADE 9

Grade 9 Physical and Health Education takes advantage of students’ growing self-awareness, where they learn to adapt
physical skills and movement concepts learned from previous sports into new team, aesthetic and aquatic sports including
lacrosse, synchronized swimming and netball. Students will explore the musculoskeletal system and how to use equipment
in the fitness center safely through the muscles in the gym unit and develop their cooperative skills through the double

badminton unit.

GRADE 10

The Grade 10 PHE curriculum focuses on developing habits for lifelong physical activity and expanding students’ knowledge
and understanding beyond PHE classes. Students combine and build upon a variety of concepts learnt in previous years to
analyse their own fitness ability and performance in Korfball, develop a plan to improve their performance and reflect on the
effectiveness of their plan. Students continue to develop their interpersonal and self-management skills through that unit.
Students also engage in the sports of touch rugby and dance.

10. Characters & Values Education (Morality & the Rule of Law)

Among all the subjects in Chinese education system, moral education is extremely important. It has always been the
fundamental task and the core concept in the Chinese education system to foster integrity and promote all-rounded
development of people, as well as to develop evenly the five education dimensions - moral education, intellectual education,
physical education, aesthetic education and labor education: The curriculum design of Chinese moral education follows the
principles of being ideological, comprehensive, practical and open-minded, and is close to students’ real life. It respects the
reasonable pattern of student learning and development and is attentive to the needs of students’ psychological growth. It
integrates every aspect of students’social life and enhances students’ literacy in humanities and social responsibility through
experiential learning, which reflects fully the people-oriented scientific education concept. Additionally, the development
of the rule of law education should also be promoted robustly so that teenagers’ legal awareness can be bettered, and so that

they are able to know the law, understand the law and use the law.

GRADE 6
Rooted in the Chinese National Curriculum, closely aligned with Keystone’s five shared values and led by Keystone’s
pedagogic philosophy, the Grade 6 Morality & the Rule of Law builds students’ character through experiential learning,

In the first semester of Grade 6, we've inquired into many topics at various levels including national, societal and individual
levels:For instance, we've learned about at the national level the significant role of the Constitution, and some major state

institutions, including the National People’s Congress, the administrative and judicial authorities, etc., and their powers and
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functions in China. In addition, as citizens, we've discussed and learned about our rights and obligations in society. In the
meanwhile, cultivating students’ legal awareness is also one of the main tasks of this semester. Through analyzing real-life
cases as part of the learning process, students gradually understand the laws and regulations in their life, especially those that
are relevant to minors, such as Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Minors, Law of the People’s Republic
of China on the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency, etc.

The curriculum of the second semester of Grade 6, which is the same as that of last semester, has four units. It covers a wide
range of interesting topics with authentic contexts. At the beginning of this semester, students discussed the significance
of “Respect,” “Forgiveness,” and “Reflection,” by participating in various individual and group activities. The two following
units are closely related to Humanities, including history and geography. It integrates contents including the basic
knowledge about the earth, natural disasters, human and nature, ancient civilization, multiculturalism, etc., so that students
can enhance their understanding of subject terminologies and concepts in the process of interdisciplinary learning. In the
end of this semester, students explored how to make the world a better place. On the one hand, students have analyzed the
development of technological innovation and pictured the future based on the current development trend. On the other
hand, cultivating open-mindedness and taking the impact of international organizations into account have been touched

upon.

GRADE 7
Rooted in the Chinese National Curriculum, closely aligned with Keystone’s five shared values and led by Keystone’s
pedagogic philosophy, the Grade 7 Morality & the Rule of Law builds students’ character through experientiallearning.

In the first semester of Grade 7, we've inquired into many topics that are closely related to students as they grow up. In
September, students analyzed their learning habits and explored learning styles working for them. Besides, we've discussed
deeply how to deal with and maintain important relationships in school life and beyond, such as relationships between
friends, teachers and students, and family members. We've also done asseries of fun and interactive classroom activities to
help students to discover who they are, their strengths and weaknesses. We have also encouraged students to keep exploring
and bettering themselves whilst guiding them to embrace who they are. In the last unit, students were given opportunities
to inquire into life. Through the process of inquiry, they’ve gained a deeper understanding about the preciousness and

resilience of life so they can be risk takers, unafraid of setbacks and difficulties, and live life to the fullest.

The curriculum of the second semester of Grade 7, which isthe same as that of last semester, has four units. The first two
units revolve around two key topics — growth and puberty. Through case analysis, role-play, group discussion and the like,
students reflect on their physical and psychological changes that have taken place or are taking place during their growth,
especially in the current phase of puberty. In the meanwhile, how to confront and handle those changes and challenges
caused by the changes is also one of the important topics to be discussed. Along with the process where the young of society
learn the values, outlook and practices and roles of that society, the concepts “individual” and “group” have been brought up
and debated about with passion and insights. We end this semester with an introduction to basic legal knowledge, juvenile

protection laws included. While cultivating students’ legal awareness, it will, as a warm-up, unveil the new Grade 8 chapters

in next school year.
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Grade Boundary  Descriptor

1 1—5 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant misunderstandings or lacks understand-
ing of most concepts and contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible,

rarely using knowledge or skills.

2 6—9 Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in understanding for
many concepts and contexts. Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible

in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills.

3 10— 14 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many concepts and con-
texts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical
and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in
familiar classroom situations.

4 15—18 Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and contexts with
few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses
knowledge and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations but requires support in unfa-
miliar situations.

S 19—23 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts and contexts.
Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills
in familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

6 14—27 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive understanding of con-
cepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses
knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real- world situations, often with inde-
pendence.

7 28 —32 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive, nuanced under-
standing of concepts and contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative think-
ing. Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex
classroom and real-world situations.

GRADE 8
Rooted in the Chinese National Curriculum, closely aligned with Keystone’s five shared values and led by Keystone’s
pedagogic philosophy, the Grade 8 Morality & the Rule of Law builds students’ character through experiential learning.

In the first semester of Grade 8, students have discussed socialization in different settings, such as schools, society and
beyond, so that students can further expand their cognitive horizons, deepen their understanding of society, and understand
the basic rules and requirementsfor participation in social life. In class, we have carried out contextual discussions and
case studies to help students understand the necessity and value of following social rules and taking social responsibility.
Moreover, students have developedan awareness of the need to safeguard national interests and security, which in turn
makes them concerned about national development and enhances their confidence in participating in building our nation.

The G8 second semestet course of Character and Values Education (Morality & the Rule of Law) focuses on the spirit of
the Constitution and emphasizes the exploration of the relationship between citizens and the state. The aim is to guide
students in enhancing their awareness of the rule of law and cultivating their sense of citizenship. Throughout this semester,
we studied four units: “Upholding the Supremacy of the Constitution,” “Understanding Rights and Obligations,” “People
as Masters of the Country,” and “Respecting Freedom and Equality” In the classroom, we employed teaching methods
such.as scenario discussion and case analysis to help students gain a deep understanding of the thematic content. Also, we

conducted several extension activities, including simulating proposals in the National People’s Congress, debates, mock

court sessions, and story creation, to stimulate students’ enthusiasm and interest in participation.
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GRADE 9
Rooted in the Chinese National Curriculum, closely aligned with Keystone’s five shared values and led by Keystone’s
pedagogic philosophy, the Grade 9 Morality & the Rule of Law builds students’ character through experiential learning.

In the first semester of Grade 9, we’ve inquired into some core Chinese values which are “prosperity”, “democracy”, “civility”
and “harmony”. Through contextual discussion and inquiry, students have learned about the great achievements of reform
and opening up, the historical process of China’s rise, and the development of democracy and rule of law in China. In the
meanwhile, we have also explored the challenges of our times facing China’s development and the positive responses it has
made, guiding students to concern themselves with their mother country, feel and carry forward the spirit of China, listen to
and tell the story of China, pool and pass on the power of China, pursue their dreams and excel, so that they can enjoy and
create together opportunities to grow and progress with their mother country and our times, and be confident as Chinese

people.

The G9 second semester course of Character and Values Education (Morality & the Rule of Law) consists of three'units:
“Our Shared World,” “China on the World Stage,” and “Towards the Future of Youth.” In the first unit, we focus on starting
from students’ prior experiences and guiding them to discover the connections between various aspects of their livesand the
world. Building upon what has been learned, the second unit leads students to develop a global perspective and dialectical
understanding to correctly comprehend and fulfill China’s responsibilities and contributions in the'world. The third unit,
based on an understanding of the opportunities and challenges faced by China and the world, explores the responsibilities
that future-oriented youth should shoulder and the missions that they should fulfil. In the classroom, we employ teaching
methods such as scenario discussion and case analysis to help students deepen their understanding of the thematic content.
Additionally, we organize a diverse range of activities, including simulating the United Nations, debates, newspaper design,

radio recordings, and roundtables, to enhance students’ enthusiasm and interest in participation.

Transdisciplinary Studies in Engineering Technology (TSET)

In the TSET program students will receive credit in multiple subjects (1&S and Design for grades 6, 7 and 10; 1&S, Design
and ART in grade 9). This program is an opportunity for students to workwith multiple teachers and technical experts as
they take on project-based challenges connected to UN global sustainability goals. The program is focused on service to the
community, acting in the present and solving problems using learnings from many different traditional subject areas. Students
will learn and apply design, engineering, and emergent technology skills. They will also be led by our CSD counseling team
as they explore social- emotional and ethical learning. Thisprocess will help foster self-awareness and effective teamwork,
enabling them to understand themselves better in the context of building successful teams. INS will be incorporated as
students learn history, research skills, communication skills'and the foundational infrastructure of societies with special
emphasis on deep areas of research related to their projects. In the 9th grade course Art instruction will focus on topics
which support industrial design and engineering, as well as specialized skills related to individual project choices. This class
is portfolio-based and will be offered as a complimentary and parallel but separate experience to the usual MYP framework.
Students who successfully complete this pilot program in either 6th or 9th grade can resume the normal Keystone MYP
progression the following year or opt to stay in this program for part of their studies. Space is limited for this program and
entry will be via lottery or application depending on grade level.

In the 26-27 School Year, the TSET program is offered in the following grade levels:

Grade 6 (Admission by lottery of interested students.)

Grade 7 (Priority to students enrolled in TSET in 6th grade, lottery for additional spots based on attrition.)
Grade 9 (Admission by application.)

Grade 10, (Admission by application with priority to students enrolled in TSET in 9th grade.)
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MYPPERSONALPROJECT

The MYP Personal Project is a consolidation of knowledge, skills and concepts that are learned throughout the course of a
student’s MYP studies.

The aims of the MYP projects are to encourage and enable students to:
inquire
« explore an interest that is personally meaningful
« take ownership of their learning by undertaking a self-directed inquiry
act
« transfer and apply skills in pursuit of a learning goal and the creation of a product
reflect

« recognize and evidence personal growth and development

The Personal Project supports students in making authentic and meaningful connections to their own areas of interest
and inquiry; however, it goes beyond simply learning something new. It is about developing a passion for investigating,
exploring and creating solutions for the problems that may exist in our world today. The Personal Project combines real-
world applications with inspiration and passion. It is a celebration of a student’s journey throughout the MYP and allows
them to showcase the commitment that that they have made to learning and connecting to the world around them. This
celebration takes the form of a school-wide and community exhibition that features the learning journey of each student.
Finally, the Personal Project is designed to prepare students for the next phase in their growth < the Diploma Programme.
The Personal Project allows students to gain the skills needed to meet the challenges of the Extended Essay and to ready
them for the deep thinking that is essential for the Theory of Knowledge course. The student’s final project is externally
moderated by the IB.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING

The most important aim of assessment in the Middle Years Programme is to support and encourage student learning. This
is achieved through regular formative assessments, which give students information on how and where to improve. This
‘assessment for learning’ approach takes into account that the learning process is a journey, with assessment being used to
play an important role in guiding students and their teachers forward towards the next stages of progress.

Keystone teachers must also make judgments on the level of attainment students have gained in a particular subject, and
part of the formal grade in courses is made up of summative assessments, where student performance is measured against
specific criteria for knowledge, concepts, and skills in each subject. The criteria for each summative assessment or task are
communicated to students in advance of the assessment, so students know exactly what they need to do to prepare and
succeed. Teachers give feedback on both the level of attainment and areas of needed improvement.

Assessment methods used in the course of teaching and learning within the Middle Years Programme are many and varied,
and include written, oral; group, peer, or self-assessments. The process is considered, as equally as important as the end
result. Assessment feedback may be qualitative as well as quantitative, comprising comments and advice. Focusing on the

process as much as on the final result or product helps students further develop strategies for learning.
Some of the key features of MYP assessment are:

1. Each of the MYP subject areas has four different assessment criteria. These criteria have been designed to assess the

specificknowledge, skills, attitudes and conceptual understanding required for success in each subject area.
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2. Teachers organize continuous formative assessments over an entire year or semester depending on the course’s length.
This provides students with ongoing feedback about progress and focuses on how performance can be improved.

3. The MYP criteria require teachers to create a variety of different assessment methods. We know that students learn in
different ways and this gives students the opportunity to develop and demonstrate different strengths. For example, some
students have excellent written skills but find it more difficult to express themselves in class discussions or presentations.

4. Each criterion is assessed more than once, giving students multiple opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and
skills. This gives a better overall indication of performance and balances an occasional poor result or a bad day.

S. Formatives and Summatives are the assessment types that are used at Keystone Academy.

A Final MYP Grade is calculated out of 7.
Each criterion in a subject is out of 8.

Criterion A - 8

Criterion B - 8

Criterion C - 8

Criterion D - 8

A student’s final grade is then calculated using the chart below: MYP Grade Boundaries. Schools determine
final grades in each year of the MYP using the grade boundary guidelines table. The table provides@ameans of converting the
criterion levels total into a grade based on a scale of 1-7. An attainment level of 3 means a student is ‘meeting the required
standard’ in Grade 6, Grade 7and Grade 8. An attainment level of 4 means a student is ‘meeting the required standard’ in
Grade 9 and Grade 10. Boundaries show the levels of criteria combined.

Example: if a student scores the highest level for all four criteria, a student will score four times 8 points is 32 points. A 32
will give an attainment grade of 7, based on the boundaries below. Or ifa student scored: 5 + 4 + S + 6 = 20= an attainment
grade of S.

MYP Grade Boundaries:

REPORTING PERIODS

Based on teachers’ ongoing formative and summative assessments in classes, our reporting process provides useful and
personalized information to students and parents aboutindividual academic development and areas of growth and challenge.
While formal written reports are both useful and necessary in traditional educational settings, we want to emphasize that
it is our daily interaction and connection with students that best enhances the learning that takes place in and out of the
classrooms at Keystone Academy.

The Keystone academic year is divided into two semesters. Personal and detailed Progress Reports for each Keystone student
take the form of a written summary of student work and areas for growth. End of Semester Reports include achievement
levels in each subject criteria and a detailed comment from the advisors. All of these reports are communicated to parents

through the student information system in a confidential manner.

Conferences are scheduled in the week following release of the progress reports in the Fall and Spring, and are part of the
on- going student development and assessment process at Keystone. Parent/student/teacher conferences take place in the
fall, and student-led conferences occur in the spring. These meetings serve as an important link between home and school,
allowing adults to communicate openly and to understand how best to assist with their child’s development and growth. In

all'secondary school conferences, students take an important role in the communication about their progress.
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PROMOTION, CERTIFICATES & GRADUATION

Students at Keystone Academy are held to high academic and personal standards.

The Secondary School at Keystone Academy offers the Middle Years Program (MYP) and the Diploma Program (DP) of
the International Baccalaureate (IB). At the Academy, our Chinese Thread is woven through all our courses. In addition,
we offer compulsory courses that specifically promote Chinese culture and identity in a world context, such as Chinese
Civilizations and Chinese Arts.

PROMOTION

Grades6to 8

In Grades 6, 7 and 8, judgments on promotion, repeating, or even leaving the school are based on academic achievement as
well as other considerations, and are resolved through conversation with families. In the case of promotion from Grades 8 to
9, students with grades of 1 or 2 in College Required Courses (CRCs) may be required to complete extra work,paid for by

the parents, before beginning Grade 9. Participation in the Service as Action program is required.

Grades 9 to 12

In Grades 9 to 12, judgments on promotion, repeating, or even leaving the school are influenced by, but not limited to,
academic achievement and meeting the expectations of our three keystones. Starting in Grade'9, course resultsare recorded
on the student’s transcript that is sent to colleges. Courses with scores of 1 or 2 are considered failing and will receive no
credit. Credit is awarded for courses with final grades of 3 to 7. Satisfactory participation in Seryice as Action (Grades 9 and

10), or Creativity, Activity & Service (Grades 11 and 12) is required for promotiofi to the next grade level.

Academic Requirements for Promotion in Grades 9 and 10

In order to support student preparation for university, Grades 9 and 10 students must earn a passing grade in all CRCs and
a grade of 4 or better in at least two CRCs. In addition, students cannot havé more than one failing grade (1 or 2) in a non-
CRC. In the event that students do not achieve this, they may be required to repeat a grade, exit the program or enter into
a support program, paid for by the parents. Consultation with teachers, counselor, advisor, IB Coordinator and Heads of

Division will form part of the decision-making process:

Academic Requirements for Promotion in Grade 11

Students in Grade 11 must pass at least five IBDP courses and earn at least a final grade of 4 in two CRCs. Students must
also be “meeting expectations” or “exceeding expectations” in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course and the Creativity,
Activity, Service (CAS) program, and-making satisfactory progress towards completing the Extended Essay (EE). In the
event that students do not achieye this, they may be required to repeat Grade 11, exit the program or enter into a support
program, paid for by the parents at the discretion of the Head of High School in consultation with the Assistant Head of
High School and the Head of School.

Additional Requirements for Promotion in Grades 9 to 11

Students must demonstrate appropriate proficiency in the three keystones in order to be promoted in Grades 9 to 11.
Students who do not demonstrate appropriate proficiency may be required to complete summer activities to demonstrate
growthinthese areas. Students who do not make sufficient progress may not be able to continue at Keystone Academy.

! Courses in the following subject areas are designated as College Required Courses:

1. Language and Literature 2.Language Acquisition 3. Individuals & Societies 4. Sciences S. Mathematics.
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For students to be promoted from grade 10 to 11 they need to receive passing marks in the Keystone Capstone Project and
in the MYP Personal Project (assessed externally).

Requirements to Continue as an IB Diploma Candidate

Generally, students in Grade 11 will begin by pursuing both the Keystone Diploma and the IB Diploma. Continuation as an
IB Diploma Candidate over the two-year period of 11th and 12th grade requires that the student show satisfactory progress
in all courses and components of the program. The following outlines cases where students may be required to drop their
status as an IB Diploma Candidate. Decisions on continuation as an IB Diploma Candidate will be discussed with the
student and parent, but will be decided by the Head of the High School in conjunction with the IB DP Coordinator.

«  If any Higher Level (HL) IB semester grade is 2 or less by the end of quarter 3 in Grade 11, the class will be
changed to Standard Level (SL). This usually means that the student will not be able to continue as an IB Diploma
candidate as they won’t have the requisite combination of HL and SL classes.

«  Ifany IB HL semester grade is equal to 3, the student will have one semester to get it to a 4. If, after one semester,
the grade is still 3 or less, the class will be changed to SL. This will usually mean that the student cannot continue
as a Diploma candidate as they won’t have the requisite number of HL classes.

«  Ifthe 3HL semester grades add to 10 or less, the student will have one semester to achieve a sum of 12. Otherwise,
the student schedule will be modified with changes from HL to SL depending on the circumstances. This-will
usually mean that the student cannot continue as a Diploma candidate as they won’t have the requisite number of
HL classes.

«  Ifthe 3 SL semester grades add to less than 9, the student must drop from Diploma'to separate IB Courses.

«  Students who fail the first year of an IBDP course (End-of-Year grade of 1 or 2), may not continue to the second
year of that course™.

« EE, TOK and CAS are crucial core components of the Diploma. If a student fails to meet published milestones
and deadlines, they may be required to drop from the IB Diploma to IB Courses. Students are reminded that the
EE, TOK and CAS are also components of the KeystoneDiploma and they. must complete these requirements
satisfactorily in order to graduate with a Keystone Diploma.

*Compensatory credit courses may be offered during the summer, at the expense of the family, to allow students with failed
courses in grade 11 an opportunity to obtain a passing grade and continue in the course in grade 12.

Special Education Needs & Individual Differences
Students with additional needs, such as those with a Learning Support Plan are supported by both the academic division and
CSD in accordance with IB guidelines. These students have the same expectations to fulfill the promotion and graduation

requirements outlined in this document.

IB Anticipated Grades
When needed for university, teachers will provide IB anticipated grades to our school’s College Counselors for the purpose
of the college application process.

Prior to the final IB exams, teachers will submit formal predicted grades to be sent to the IB as required by the organization.

CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS
Keystone:Academy’s Secondary School is divided into Middle School (Grades 6 to 8) and High School (Grades 9-12). The
following certificates and diplomas are awarded in the Secondary School.




9k 858 % B SCSE K AF BURHIE H 3OS 28R
R, b SRR A DA S5 B BRSO SE RS BB SH SO R H R, A
TGRS A AR B B SCSE R BRI SCSE il / Bbh B BT AT VR KRR H A9
AEF PRI A NGRS A #55 I T AT LR BL, W00 FT A JE 25 Ak 5 038 I SC 5K TR
SUH 3OS, Al T 0 A B SR J ) i 2 A 7 R AR 3 B0 S SR 2 BRI H 3058, (P& D i o
G R AR o SC SRR 2 ORI H B B A

THEREIFR, HEMERRE (HL) MIBWIRETA20 s AL, B TR SO PR %
PRER (SL) o X0 O 0K 1% AR 2 B AR SR Tk I B SCSE R ORI H SCAERT 2 5 I H L AN
SLIRFRAH &, AREARSE L AL,

HE—IB  HLUREMFWIRSUN35Y, AR LRI RS R 403 . 351505 RS0 R 353
UL, SelTORFERF B iOpSL, 3l W REWR 1% A AT L R AR K5 R T 7% 1 ) 4R 252 3k ) o SC e R
TRHI H ORI EOR, A REARS SO ST,

FA 3 THLIR R BORG A 105y DA T, PR A 122 T I )0 S i b2 s 211243, & W PR R 2okt
BBy MHLBCOASL, 3238 ¥ R 12 A AT L UR AR Bl R D0 1% 19 12 20K 45 0332 1] o ST K A it o H
SCHEIEOR,, AREARERBUIE L ICSE,

FA3IISLIRFR SR EUE T 950, AR H2ORB H E BRSO RZE A H B H, % E& g IB IR
[N
ARRE I [ b SCFER S R H BRFRSE — 4R 3] (RZREUN 15 8i25)) WM, ARSI E0IE %
TRERAEE 4Fx,

LRI, INBURRIRIE , 16 305 Mk 55 0% B B SO R 2 TURHI HSCFEIR PR B ok o o 5 52 1R e
BB A AR Btk B AR e IR, RE AT RE B 2EoRAE [ PROCSER TR H B H , s i IB
PR, AR LS, INBLE RO . 16305 sy o A Bl SCERI AL R R 5, AL X 4
WH IS NREAREL, 5 R AERR R A A BV IESS

« BBV TR BEAME TR 0 URER, A —AF ORI IRAR R R ML U S RS, IR AE T AR ak ek
Wiz R . LR B R AR

FR B e 2SR
HHFTRTRIE A (T )5 R 7 k) R HUBIB AT, MBS R A R P DS . 3%
st ) S AR L SC P 81 AT T S R

IB Hitfd 4
S TR, HOTRERFoR T4 PO R BB ST, LABEKE il 2
SAIBE AL, B HRIBAL S 3K, 1 B 5 T ) OO AR5

e 530

AErCHR A R AR IR ONE/VER) SRt OusE+ %) o p#EBRmE U TIERS
5,

ANENEERRPET CRNTTPEBHRRESMIT “HEEL R, JUFERERM, BRI 58 R ILFE 5
Wb A PRI R A AR T AT ARG, R S BE AR




Chinese Middle School Diploma
Students from grade 6-9 complete eight MYP courses and two Chinese Thread courses. At the end of grade 9, students who
successfully complete grade 9 and are promoted to grade 10, will earn a Chinese Middle School Diploma.

High School — Grade 10

Keystone IB MYP Full Certificate

At the end of grade 10, each student who has participated in grade 9 and 10 of the MYP program and who has achieved an
overall minimum standard in all aspects of the Keystone Academy MYP will be awarded a Keystone IB MYP Full Certificate.
There are no exit exams required for the Keystone IB MYP Full Certificates and in the case of semester courses, the final
grades will be averaged and then calculated into the final point total. Please refer to Table 1 below for examples of course
calculations.

Minimum standards at the end of grades 10 are defined as:
a.  Successfully completing all eight MYP subject groups including 2 consecutive years in Language Ac r
two courses of Language and Literature (Grades 9 & 10).

b.  Having earned a total of at least 32 from the seven MYP subject groups and the MYP Personal Projec ine
out of possible maximum of 56

c. Having earned a minimum grade of 3 (maximum 7) in every IB MYP CRC with at least two gagrade
of 4. One grade of 2 is allowed in non-CRC courses. All other non-CRC courses should be

d. Having earned a minimum grade 3 (maximum 7) for the Personal Project.

Having met the expectations of Service as Action to the satisfaction of the schoo

Keystone IB MYP Certificate of Participation
Students entering Keystone in grade 10 and who have only comp ar o gram at Keystone, may earn a

one year Keystone IB MYP Certificate of Participation. The student equirements as listed in the section

above, with the exception of completing 2 years in the same Language sition course (or two years of two Language A

COUI'SES).

Keystone IB MYP Certificate of Recognition
Students who do not meet the requirements of the Ke Full Certificate in grade 10, but fulfill the requirements
for promotion to the next grade, are eligible t MYP Certificate of Recognition. These students may be
required to complete a program of academi ion and reinforcement before commencing the IB Diploma Program

(IBDP) i.e. summer courses, required tuto
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MYP Subjects Max Successful Unsuccessful ~ Unsuccessful Unsuccessful Unsuccessful

Student 1 Student 2 Student 3 Student 4 Student S
Language and
Literature 7 4 3 4 3 3
Language
g. . g 7 4 3 3 3 3
Acquisition
Individuals ; . . . . ;
and Societies
Science 7 3 3 3 2 3
Mathematics 7 3 3 3 5 3
Design 7 S 6 3 3 1
Arts 7 6 6 3 3 2
Physical and . s p p 5 A
Health Education
Personal
i 7 4 S S 3 3
Project

Table 1. MYP promotion samples for grade 9 students

Successful: Student will be promoted and earn an MYP Certificate.
Unsuccessful: Students may or may not be promoted and will not earn an MYP Certificate.

Explanation of examples in Table 1

Student 1. Successfully met all the requirements:

Student 2. Earned one final grade'of 4 in a CRC; must earn at least two final grades of 4.
Student 3. Earned minimum grades of 3 in CRC; however, the total is below 36.
Student 4. Earned a final grade of 2 ina CRC and the total is below 36.

Student S. Earned two failing grades in non- CRC and the total is below 36.

High School —Grade 12

Keystone High School Diploma

At the end of grade 12, each student who has achieved an overall minimum standard in various aspects of Keystone Academy
will be awarded a Keystone High School Diploma.

Theprecise and detailed requirements of the Keystone Diploma are in Appendix 1 below. Exceptions to the graduation
requirements are rare and address the needs of students transferring from other school systems. Such exceptions will be

approved at the time of admission.
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IB DP Diploma and DP Course Results

Grade 12 students in the IBDP may also earn an IBDP Diploma if they fulfill all the requirements set by the IB. Students not
pursuing the IBDP Diploma can choose to receive DP Course Results for individual courses. The IBDP Diploma and the IB
DP Course Results are awarded by the International Baccalaureate and not by Keystone Academy.

The IBDP Diploma and the DP Course Results have external examination requirements, IB moderated internal assessment
requirements, as well as other externally assessed or moderated components. For more details refer to the Keystone IB
Diploma Curriculum Handbook.

Appendix 1

The Keystone Diploma: Definition and Assessment

Introduction

This document refers to students who complete grade 12 at Keystone Academy, and who have been enrolled at Keystone for
four, three, two, or one years prior to graduation.

All students successfully completing the graduation requirements at Keystone are awarded the Keystone Diploma. This
award is separate from but overlaps with some aspects of the IB Diploma. Itis an internal Keystone Academy award, reviewed
by Keystone Faculty and voted by the Board of Trustees for each student, and presented at commencement celebrations in
May or June of each year.

General
The Keystone Diploma graduate requirements for Keystone students derive from the school’s mission and its three
keystones.

The keystones are:
«  bilingual immersion in Chinese and English;
«  building character and community throughout our residential setting;
«  promoting Chinese culture and identity in a world context.

Graduates of Keystone are described in the mission in‘this way:

Our graduates will possess the intellectual, cultural, and ecological fluency to navigate gracefully in universities, cities, and
their chosen professions. They will know how torapply their emotional intelligence, character, and zest for learning to help
develop and improve the communities in which theylive.

Keystone graduates will be ready tolaunch into university study and demanding careers. They will be able to conceptualize
complexinterdependence between people and ideas. They will be able to operate effectively in different cultures and regions.
They will be able to assume responsibility for themselves and their communities, and take action to improve the world for

future generations.

The Keystone Diploma

The Keystone Diploma will be awarded to students who complete successfully the following. Any exception to the
requirements below be adjusted by the Head of High School in consultation with Assistant Heads of High School and Head
of School::

Entering Grade 9, and through Grade 9
«  IB MYP passing and promotion requirements.
+.Keystone’s China and the World program.
«  Assessed and appropriate proficiency in the three keystones.
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Entering Grade 10, and through Grade 10
- IB MYP passing and promotion requirements.
- Keystone’s China and the World program.
o Assessed and appropriate proficiency in the three keystones.
Entering Grade 11, and through Grade 11
«  No fewer than five IBDP Courses, usually including Chinese, English, and Mathematics, all at passing grades, and
with at least a grade of 4 in two College Required Courses (CRCs).
«  Appropriate proficiency in the IBDP core elements of CAS, TOK, and the EE.
«  Assessed and appropriate proficiency in the three keystones.
Entering Grade 12, and through Grade 12
«  No fewer than five IBDP Courses, usually including Chinese, English, and Mathematics, all at passing grades, and
with at least a grade of 4 in two College Required Courses (CRCs).
«  Appropriate proficiency in the IBDP core elements of CAS, TOK, and the EE.
«  Assessed and appropriate proficiency in the three keystones.

Assessment and Award of the Keystone Diploma
Requirements for the Keystone Diploma will be assessed every year from grade 9 to grade 12.

The ‘academic’ aspect of this assessment was established from May/June 2015.
The process of assessing the three keystones started in May/June 2017 for the grade 11 class.

The following year, again at the end of the academic year (that is May/June 2018), all 4 gradesffom 9 through 12 were

assessed in proficiency of the three keystones. This then continued as is in following years.

As outlined above, our three keystones are:
«  bilingual immersion in Chinese and English;
«  building character and community throughout our residential setting;

«  promoting Chinese culture and identity in a world context.

For learners of Chinese as another language, proficiency in the first keystone will be demonstrated by passing grades in
Chinese Language Acquisition in grades 9 and 10, and passing grades in Chinese ab initio in grades 11 and 12. In special
cases, a student who has completed grades 9 and 10 at Keystone, passing Chinese as described in the previous sentence,
may petition to do a language other than Chinese for the IB Diploma and, if granted, still qualify for the Keystone Diploma.

For learners of English as another language, proficiency in the first keystone will be demonstrated by obtaining passing
grades in English Acquisition or English Language and Literature in grades 9 to 12. In special cases, a student who has
completed grades 9 and 10 at Keystone, passing English as described in the previous sentence, may petition to do a language
other than English for the IB Diploma and, if granted, still qualify for the Keystone Diploma.

Proficiency in_the second keystone will be demonstrated through assessment as outlined in the table called Keystone
Academy Character and Community Assessment.

Proficiency in the third keystone will be demonstrated by passing grades in China in the World courses in grades 9 and 10,

and the bicultural Theory of Knowledge course in grades 11 and 12.
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KEYSTONE ACTIVITIES PROGRAM (KAP)

The educational program at Keystone Academy extends to our KAP - Keystone Activities Program that runs from 3:20—
6:30pm Monday to Friday and on weekends. These activities are designed to enhance student learning that extends beyond
the classroom and is mapped out to have no impact on academics. Gaining knowledge, learning life skills, and nurturing
body and mind are fundamental to the life of our school community. To meet this goal, we provide a range of interscholastic
and intramural sports, recreational clubs, service learning opportunities, and performing and visual arts programming, all of
which allow students the opportunity to try new activities or continue mastery of acquired skills. Activities are designed to
meet the varied interests and developmental skill levels of our students and provide them with additional opportunities for
meaningful social, intellectual, and physical growth.

Students in the Middle Years Programme are required to participate in the co-curricular or after-school program in each KAP
Semester and are expected to commit fully to their chosen activities. Successful participation means students are striving

to learn new skills, enhancing their sense of self, cooperating with schoolmates, and testing their capacity for leadership.

Supervision of these activities is the responsibility of the teachers and administrators at the Academy. We have a gifted
faculty with unique and varied areas of expertise and talents outside the classroom. They are eager to share their knowledge
and hobbies with our students. The KAP program provides special opportunities for students to interact with their teachers
outside the classroom, thus enhancing the connection students and adults share at Keystone. Mentoring relationships
grounded in a sense of shared interests can, and do, have a profound effect on students. Providing an opportunity for adults
and students to connect over photography, table tennis, running, dramatics, poetry, or any number of other activities is one
of the keystones of boarding school life. The realization that teachers are more than classroom instructors can be a novel

concept for teenagers.

KAP Requirements

At Keystone, KAP is part of the curriculum, not something we add ‘on. It is‘equally.important to a student’s growth and
character. Our students are hungry, passionate and eager to get involved; therefore, we offer a huge variety of activities each
afternoon. Interests and offerings might vary from session to session, but we believe every student can find a way to get
involved or try something new. The expectation is that the Middle Years Programme students will participate in Afternoon
Programs on at least two afternoons per week.

Keystone offers an array of activities to choose from at no additional cost, unless so stated in course registration materials.
Activities begin shortly after school ends, and usually last an hour. Middle School students are encouraged to take 2-5 KAPs

each term.

Examples of activities, drawn from many, many others, might include:

o Archery «  Bookclub

«  Badminton o Theatre

- Different sports teams «  Service learning

o  Artlessons «  Video/film making
«  Robotics . Wushu

- Photography

+ <Running Club

o Squash

« _ Music lessons (instrumental and choral)

. Swimming

o Table tennis
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