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The Blind Spot: Why Science Cannot Ignore Human Experience

By Adam Frank, Marcelo Gleiser, Evan Thompson
English edition available at HS Library

“What is the relationship between personal experience and knowledge?”, “What counts as knowledge?”, “Should some
knowledge not be sought on ethical grounds?” June 10", the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) Exhibition by Keystone juniors
showcased how DP students not only acquire subject-specific knowledge but also delve deeper into exploring and
reflecting on the nature of knowledge itself and the process of knowing. For readers fascinated by such intellectual
challenges, the recently published and widely acclaimed book The Blind Spot: Why Science Cannot Ignore Human
Experience is a must-read. Co-authored by Adam Frank (astrophysicist and Carl Sagan Award winner), Marcelo Gleiser
(theoretical physicist and Templeton Prize laureate), and Evan Thompson (philosopher of cognitive science and Fellow
of the Royal Society of Canada), the book offers a dual perspective from science and philosophy. The authors, who are
also interdisciplinary scholars, critically examine how scientific knowledge, despite its rapid advancement and
remarkable achievements, has become disconnected from experience, creating a “blind spot”. Rich with real-world
examples—from our perception of temperature and color to global challenges like climate change and artificial
intelligence—the book guides readers back to science’s most fundamental questions. It invites us to reexamine modern
science and, in turn, rethink our everyday experiences.

Adam Frank, Marcelo Gleiser,
and Evan Thompson
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Rewired: Protecting Your Brain in the Digital Age

By Carl D. Marci
English edition available at HS Library

In our “always on” digital world, we’re paradoxically feeling more disconnected than ever. Harvard neuroscientist Dr.
Carl D. Marci reveals why in Rewired: Protecting Your Brain in the Digital Age smartphones and social media are
physically rewiring our brains. They hijack neurological reward centers meant for meaningful relationships, replacing
deep connections with ephemeral digital interactions. This overload impairs critical brain functions governing attention,
emotion, and memory—altering how we think and relate at a biological level. Children/teens’ developing brains suffer
most, with attention systems compromised. The book also emphasizes parent-child shared reading as a powerful
stimulant for neural networks, strengthening both mental and physical health, echoing discussions in the Keystone
Parent Book Club about Al’s impact on reading. Whether you’re concerned about family screen habits or overwhelmed
by digital overload yourself, this book provides evidence-based insights into tech’s effects on cognition and emotion,
and provides practical strategies to restore balance.
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How to Be a Bad Emperor

By Suetonius; Edited and translated by Josiah Osgood
English edition available at HS Library

In today’s complex and unpredictable world, you might wonder how a place that could be thriving and peaceful ends up
going in the opposite direction. Suetonius’s The Twelve Caesars offers a fascinating look at this question, but his
language feels distant and difficult to understand today. Fortunately, Prof. Josiah Osgood at Georgetown University has
revitalized Suetonius’s witty and insightful biographies of four notorious Roman emperors, Caesar, Tiberius, Caligula,
and Nero, in his book How to Be a Bad Emperor: An Ancient Guide to Truly Terrible Leaders. This engaging read reveals
how power can amplify human flaws, leading to catastrophic consequences. Osgood’s sharp translations make these
ancient tales accessible and entertaining, providing both laughs and lessons. Readers will find themselves with a “guide
to avoiding pitfalls” while enjoying a humorous yet thought-provoking journey through history. With side-by-side Latin
and English texts and a helpful introduction, this book is a great addition to your reading list!
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Knowing What We Know: The Transmission of Knowledge: From Ancient Wisdom to
Modern Magic

By Simon Winchester
English edition available at HS Library

Simon Winchester, the acclaimed author who once delivered a keynote speech for the opening ceremony of our HS
Library, released another book, Knowing What We Know, in 2023. Tracing the evolution of knowledge transmission from
oral traditions to the age of artificial intelligence, the work systematically unveils how technology has continually
reshaped human cognition. It also offers a sharp critique of the contemporary crisis of “cognitive outsourcing”—as vast
reservoirs of knowledge become instantly accessible, are we losing our capacity for deep thinking?

Going beyond mere “knowledge”, Winchester delves into the more elusive concept of “wisdom”. Citing the DIKW (Data-
Information-Knowledge-Wisdom) Pyramid, he emphasizes that wisdom must be rooted in the critical synthesis of
information.

While Al excels at processing data with unmatched efficiency, he argues, it cannot replace humanity’s pursuit of
meaning or moral judgment.

This perspective resonates strikingly with recent discussions at the Keystone Parent Book Club, where members
explored how Al, despite its potential to optimize personalized learning and enhance efficiency, carries hidden risks.

Once again, Simon Winchester brings his signature wit and storytelling mastery to a work brimming with fascinating
details and profound real-world warnings. For readers concerned with the future of education, the interplay of
technology and ethics, and the trajectory of human civilization, Knowing What We Know is a book to keep at hand, to
read, and to savor.
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Unlock: Zhou Lian’s 100 Lessons on Western Philosophy

By Zhou Lian
Chinese edition available at HS Library

On the evening of May 7, 2025, Professor Zhou Lian from Renmin University of China, delivered a vivid and profound
philosophical lecture titled “Philosophy Is a Verb” to the Keystone community. We highly recommend his book Unlock,
first published in 2019 and revised in 2025, which embodies the same core idea as his lecture—that philosophy is an
active practice. With the verb “unlock” as his guide, Professor Zhou acts like a tour guide, helping readers unlock the
door to Western philosophy. Through 100 lessons, he leads us on a journey to appreciate, perceive, and trace the
contours of Western philosophical thought. From the spirit of ancient Greece to the Enlightenment, from the death of
Socrates to Nietzsche’s proclamation that “God is dead”, he not only demystifies complex philosophical concepts but
also connects them to our daily lives. If you wish to put the idea that “philosophy is a verb” into practice after the
lecture, Unlockis the gateway—an extension of the intellectual feast offered on May 7.
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My Country and My People

By Lin Yutang
English edition available at HS Library

June 21-25, 2025 is our annual ELP Week. Students from Grades 5 to 10 embarked on journeys across six provinces —
Fujian, Sichuan, Shaanxi, Shandong, Gansu, and Anhui — immersing themselves in history, culture, art, and nature. The
educational philosophy Keystone steadfastly upholds today resonates strikingly withMy Country and My People, a book
by Lin Yutang first published in English in 1935. We promote Chinese culture and identity in a world context through our
bilingual immersion in Chinese and English. We encourage students to step beyond the classroom and explore the
breadth and depth encapsulated in the word - “China.” Meanwhile, Lin Yutang, with his perspective of “standing with
one foot in Eastern culture and the other in Western culture,” dissected the Chinese psyche and culture in his eloquent
English prose, striving to present the complexities of Chinese society at the time. He critiqued outdated practices and
customs, while expressing faith in the enduring vitality of Chinese civilization: “China is bigger than her little patriots and
does not require their whitewashing.” For parents, teachers, and students alike, reading this book while walking on the
land offers a dual experience — of movement and reflection — deepening our understanding of the soul of this country.
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The Artivist

Written and illustrated by Nikkolas Smith
English edition available at Middle School Library

During the second week of "Love of Reading Month" in April 2025, we were incredibly fortunate to welcome Nikkolas
Smith—artist and activist—to our campus this Tuesday! Through classroom workshops and an inspiring speech for
Grades 6-8, he showed us how creativity and justice can intersect to create real change. His picture book, The Artivist,
carries the same powerful message. It tells the story of a young boy who combines his art with activism, discovering that
even a single mural can spark a movement. With Smith’s breathtaking illustrations and uplifting prose, this book invites
readers to see themselves as changemakers, using their voices and talents to heal an unequal world. For those who
attended his sessions, this book is a perfect way to keep the conversation going. For those who missed him, it’s a
brilliant introduction to his work and, to the power of arts.

#1 New York Times Bestselling lllustrator

Nikkolas Smith
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Maddy Yip’s Guide to Life

By Sue Cheung
English edition available at PS Library

Sue Cheung, winner of the Diverse Book Award, brought her books to Grade 3-5 students. One of her best books is a
hilarious and heartwarming story about self-discovery in Maddy Yip’s Guide to Life. Maddy Yip thinks she’s perfectly
happy until she realizes everyone around her has a special talent... except her! She decides to find her own talent and
tries many things, like breakdancing, playing the recorder, baking, and even magic tricks. But everything goes wrong in
silly ways, like a runaway guinea pig! With the help of her chaotic brothers, bewildered grandad, and loyal best friend,
Maddy learns an important lesson about being herself. Cheung’s witty writing celebrates individuality, family, and the
messy, wonderful process of finding your place in the world.
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The Last Garden

By Rachel Ip (author), Anneli Bray (illustrator)
English edition available at PS Library

In early April 2025, we were thrilled to kick off our annual ‘Love of Reading Month’ with a book written by an award-
winning picture book author Rachel Ip, who graced our school with her visit this week. Her stories often came from real-
world events or experiences. Her first picture book, The Last Garden, tells the tale of a girl who lovingly tends to the last
surviving garden in a city shattered by war. When the violence forces everyone to flee, she has to abandon her cherished
plants. Yet, even in her absence, the garden’s seeds scatter across the broken streets. Over time, roots take hold, and
when people finally return, they find their home slowly blooming back to life. The girl, too, comes back to discover that
her plants have endured even in the darkest times. The book was inspired by the true events in Syria and war gardens
around the world and throughout history. With wars still raging in different corners of the world, this book serves as a
reminder to us that even when everything seems lost or ruined, nature (and humanity) has a way of regrowing.
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Magical Botanical Gardens (“About” series)

Compiled by Xiaohongshu
Chinese edition available at HS Library

As April arrives, magnolias bloom and pagoda trees burst into fresh greenery — a perfect time for us to

recommend Magical Botanical Gardens, a book brimming with the wonders of spring. Unlike the lively hustle of zoos,
plants offer a unique tranquility, inviting us to slow down, unwind, and discover the joy of quiet observation. Botanical
gardens serve as bridges between people and nature, embodying humanity’s curiosity, appreciation, and hope for
harmony with the natural world. Magical Botanical Gardens is a vibrant and engaging guide, beautifully designed with
rich visuals and captivating storytelling. It traces the history of botanical gardens worldwide, highlights the
modernization of China’s own gardens, and offers fun exploration games and activity ideas for all ages. Let this book be
your companion—connecting children (and adults) with nature and sparking a journey full of wonder and discovery!
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Science, the Endless Frontier

By Vannevar Bush, Rush D. Holt
English edition available at HS Library

Science, the Endless Frontier is recognized as the landmark report that has profoundly influenced the global trajectory
of scientific development. Vannevar Bush, a pivotal figure who headed the U.S. Office of Scientific Research and
Development during World War I, was tasked by Franklin D. Roosevelt in late 1944 to compile this report, submitted in
1945 after incorporating the insights of dozens of leading scientists and engineers. The report dissects science’s critical
role in economic security, social welfare, and individual growth.

Echoing Abraham Flexner’s The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge (from the founder of the Institute for Advanced Study
at Princeton), it advocates prioritizing basic scientific research, granting researchers intellectual freedom, and ensuring
science transcends political and commercial short-sightedness to serve humanity’s collective well-being through
curiosity-driven exploration.

The English edition opens with Rush D. Holt’s companion essay, The Science Bargain, reflecting on the report’s legacy
and limitations and urging renewed reflection on contemporary issues, particularly the relationship between science
and civil society. Eight decades later, humanity faces new challenges in form and complexity. Yet, this report remains
strikingly pertinent— as a manifesto for preserving rationality, inclusiveness, and the passion for exploration in an
uncertain and unstable world.

THE ENDLESS FRONTIER

xR TRy THE ENDLESS
FRONTIER

VANNEVAR BUSH

KFERFEORMIFNZ I, R EDT LY 2 — WITH &
COMPANION ESSAY BY
EES . M-k RE | AER | 2aE
sHoRA T muxsRE | seeaA | aseAsk | mwessss RUSH D. HOLT
BRE b wh 5 i
FRABE ;SRR + WEOE - SXEE - HXRY
WIRREEE @0 o o neen
omE  mM REm =ER .
R [ el AT

nrme oEARA n=

:



Cfite 50w L)

Ve . BT
AAS A SRR AT WA e AR A

2025 AT « BUTTHEIR 250 FA4E, X T4 RIEEF R, MRSCFRIRINFARTIRORSHE R E AP St a . B
ITHREE S SRZINEEME, AMOES RS I, B, HEESE, Wagln B skl . K%

KAP  “HEREE A 240, BT5F 6 AR CHTIEFR) Hahid, BigE NIAANTREE AT, ILRH k2

BERAERZ — (RS HL) TR — M RS 1. wEahh, BATROE IS, MedE S5, b
b 5 A RS R SO R, R IR A E R, S AER Z AR S, AR “ AR

MIbElE 5 A . 1A XS R AT PR B S XA AR i o 5 4 A “Bise A7 o, “HlE A b H A
CATRT. BT AR Wb o8 RS 30, HOE I .

Pride and Prejudice

by Jane Austen
English edition available at MS & HS Libraries

2025 marks the 250th anniversary of Jane Austen's birth. For today's readers, her words still dissect human nature and
society with the precision of a scalpel. Austen's exquisite language and profound emotional portrayal are not only suited
for reading and visual presentation, such as television and film, but also convey their charm through sound. This June,
the students of KAP "Visual Impaired Friends" will invite visually impaired individuals who love literature to Keystone
Academy for the Parallel Worlds event to discuss one of her most beloved works, Pride and Prejudice, initiating a cross-
sensory literary dialogue. During the event, we will explore the power of literature through readings, role-playing, and
discussions, allowing visually impaired participants and Keystone students to experience the depth of Austen's
intentions, her insights into the subtleties of human nature, and the "non-heroic" awakening and growth depicted in her
writing. Keystone community members interested in participating are encouraged to read or revisit this work in advance.
Additionally, in April's "Love of Reading Month," the student KAP group will organize events centered on Jane Austen's
works. Stay tuned!
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Mirror on the Wall: The Prison of Beauty (translated from Specchio delle mie brame: La
prigione della bellezza)

Author: Maura Gancitano [ltaly]
Chinese edition available at the HS library (English translation not available yet)

In 2025, International Women's Day adopts the theme "For AllWomen and Girls: Rights, Equality, and Empowerment,"
coinciding with the 30th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action from the 1995 World Conference
on Women in Beijing. Italian author Maura Gancitano's The Beauty Duty serves as a mirror reflecting the journey of
women's development. The book exposes how "beauty" is manufactured by money and power: from advertisements,
fashion magazines, and consumer traps to outdated notions and stereotypes, women are coerced into the discipline of
"having to be beautiful," their bodies commodified, and anxieties turned into profits. Through philosophical and
sociological lenses, the author deconstructs the logic behind "size tyranny," the "male gaze," and "domestic labor,"
questioning why women must pay with their health and freedom for "beauty." The book also confronts pressing real-life
issues: teenagers' image anxiety, aesthetic violence on social media, and ageism... Chapter 9, "How to Break Free from
the Cage," echoes the Women's Day theme, calling for the redefinition of "beauty" through media literacy and positive
self-esteem, and for its meaning to be reshaped through gender equality—just as the 1995 Beijing Declaration stated:
women's rights must shift from "passive protection" to "active empowerment."
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Nezha Conquers the Dragon King

Based on the novel by Ming dynasty author Xu Zhonglin
Illustrated by Wang Yushan; edited by Hu Yan & Wu Qirou
English edition available at Middle School Library

Since the Spring Festival, the most popular movie in China has undoubtedly been Ne Zha 2. However, as
early as 1979, Ne Zha Conquers the Dragon King, adapted from a segment of Investiture of the Gods by
Shanghai Animation Film Studio, created a sensation no less significant than today’s Ne Zha 2. In
addition, the 1955 edition of Ne Zha by Wang Yushan, a picture storybook, is another famous
interpretation of the story and has been popular for decades. In this classic children’s picture book, Ne
Zha, resurrected through lotus flowers and roots, storms the Dragon Palace, defeats the Dragon King,
and rids the people of a scourge. This picture book perfectly preserves the essence of the traditional
Chinese painting style. Adults can relive the classics, while children can learn about traditional stories
and culture. The PS Library also has multiple versions of Ne Zha, each with unique features, and all are
available for borrowing. This English edition is available at the MS Library.
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Dora C. Y. Ching [%]
Edited by Dora C. Y. Ching
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Visualizing Dunhuang: The Lo Archive Photographs of the Mogao and Yulin Caves

Dora C.Y. Ching[4#]
Edited by Dora C. Y. Ching

The Chinese Thread at Keystone has a central place in the school’s curriculum and in our sense of Keystone as a ‘world
school’. Since its founding, the Keystone Libraries have utilized various opportunities to collect special books that
express this theme to support reading, learning, exploring, and appreciating the Thread.

In 2022, the Malcolm McKenzie Reading Room, named in honor of our founding Head of School, was purposefully set
up for the Chinese Thread Special Collection. This Tuesday, another batch of books was added to this special
collection, including a significant set: the nine-volume Visualizing Dunhuang, published jointly by the Tang Center for
East Asian Art at Princeton University and Princeton University Press. The series centers on the “Lo Archive”, featuring
photographs taken by James C. M. Lo and his wife, Lucy L. Lo, between 1943 and 1944. Invaluable for their documentary
worth and artistic quality, and thorough in their coverage and clarity, the images represent a rare perspective on
significant monuments, many now irretrievably changed. The Lo Archive serves as a treasure trove of historical, cultural,
and artistic information for researchers, art historians, and conservators.

The nine-volume set was officially published in 2021, nearly 80 years after the Lo couple’s photographs were taken. This
groundbreaking academic publishing event resulted from the collaborative efforts of multiple institutions, including the
Dunhuang Research Institute, Princeton University, the Tang Center for East Asian Art at Princeton University, and
Princeton University Press, along with the dedication of world-class Dunhuang scholars who spent 13 years organizing,
annotating, and interpreting over 3,000 photographs. It serves as a model for exchanges and collaboration between
China and the world.



The arrival of Visualizing Dunhuang at Keystone was also a moment in time, as Dr. Emily McCarren mentioned in her
letter to the community last week. She wrote of the Chinese Thread:

Yes, itis a curriculum that we have documented and continually revise, but the Chinese Thread is also an
invitation, to facilitate a series of magical moments like this one. It is a feeling that defies a simple definition, and
a journey for which there can be no recipe book or step by step instruction manual.

We are grateful for moments like this. And we sincerely invite Keystone community members to create, enjoy, and
celebrate moments like this.
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Demolitions Mark

By Chen Nianxi
Chinese edition available at HS Library

I while away my middle age at 5,000 meters deep
| explode the rocks layer by layer

And through this rebuild my life

My lowly family is far at the foot of Mount Shang
They are sick, their bodies covered in dust
However much of my middle age I cut off
However much their old age can be prolonged

This poem is excerpted from Grade 10’s Chinese literature class content: Demolitions Mark, the eponymous poetry
collection and first book of Chen Nianxi, which documents his journey as he left the countryside to become a
demolitions worker. This book contains 153 poems, depicting his hardships and struggles in the mining life, as well as
his survival experiences in the city. Chen Nianxi’s words strike at the heart, penetrating through the paper, as every word
and every sentence seems like an internal explosion. Chen Nianxi is the winner of the first Worker Poetry Award, listed

in Southern People Weekly as one of the “100 Faces of China 2021”. He has been invited to give lectures at Harvard,
Yale, and Columbia University. Despite his success, he is clear-eyed about the limits of art to change reality, whether
society’s or his own. The selection of his poetry as study material reflects the profound implications of Keystone’s
Chinese Thread. The contribution of his works to education, as he expressed in an interview, aims to provide more
contemplation for this era, and broaden people’s understanding of the world.
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A Little Philosophy

A picture book series by Ma Penghao
Chinese edition available at PS Library

“Who am 1?”
“Where do | come from?”
“Where am | going?”

These are the ultimate three questions in philosophy. Even without exposure to philosophy, children
often ask these questions. Discussing philosophical questions with children and using appropriate
language usually challenge parents and educators. Renowned picture book illustrator/writer Ma
Penghao, popular for works such as The Peach-Blossom Fish Grandma, Little Bear, Run Fast,

and Monkey King Fights Devils, uses the apple, the pear, and the peach to answer the questions.

In A Pear Falls into Water, half of the pear is above the water, and half below, seen differently by a bird
above and a fish below. Which one is the real pear? In An Apple Rolls Down the Mountain, the protagonist
is a crooked apple thrown down the hill due to its appearance, embarking on a journey to uncover where
it comes from. In A Peach Soars into the Sky, a peach does not wish to follow the conventional path once
ripe, so it takes off into the sky, encountering clouds, planes, and kites. Ma Penghao’s A Little

Philosophy picture book series may help your child discover and explore unique and fun philosophical
perspectives from everyday life.
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The Five Forces That Change Everything: How Technology is Shaping Our Future

By Steven S. Hoffman
Soon to be available at HS Library

“If you had the opportunity to change your child’s genes, would you take it?”
“If a machine is equipped with a human brain, should we regard it as a machine or a human?”
“What’s the use of seeing the world with your tongue? How is it done?”

On November 26, Steven Hoffman, Silicon Valley venture investor and CEO of Founders Space, visited Keystone
Academy and initiated inspiring discussions with an audience of Primary and Secondary students, their parents, and
staff. While showcasing the cutting-edge technologies of today’s world, he also posed one question after another to the
audience. Much of the content presented on-site originated from Hoffman’s 2021 book The Five Forces That Change
Everything: How Technology is Shaping Our Future, or its continuation and evolvement. The five core forces revealed
in the book — “massive connectivity”, “biological convergence”, “human expansionism”, “deep automation”, and
“intelligent explosion”—have remained relevant and continue to impact the current and future world significantly. For
readers, especially students in Primary and Secondary levels, the book provides detailed references for these
technologies that make it easy for one to explore areas of particular interest further. More importantly, Hoffman
encourages readers to bravely face the unknown, unleash their passion, and contemplate the ethical concerns and
challenges that these five core forces may bring.
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The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge

By Abraham Flexner, Robbert Dijkgraaf
English edition available at HS Library

The philosopher or writer of the chapter, “The Human World”, in the Zhuangzi used a seemingly useless large tree to
illustrate the utility of uselessness. More than two thousand years later, in another time and space, American educator
and founding director of the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS) Abraham Flexner echoed the Zhuangzi’s wisdom through
both actions and writing. In 1939, Flexner published an essay titled “The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge” that
systematically demonstrated humanity’s greatest breakthroughs often come from seemingly useless explorations. This
essay essentially summed up Flexner’s years of practice and reflection.

In 1930, Flexner persuaded philanthropist siblings Louis and Caroline Bamberger to provide the founding donation to
establish an institution dedicated to his vision: the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton. From its inception, the
Institute has attracted the most brilliant scholars, including Einstein, Oppenheimer, and John von Neumann. The
Institute placed no demands on these scholars; they enjoyed complete intellectual liberty and were absolutely free
from administrative responsibilities or concerns. In Flexner’s own words: “You have no duties, only opportunities”. He
believed that “useless” endeavors deserved support, without which innovation would not occur. “The real enemy of the
human race is not the fearless and irresponsible thinker, be he right or wrong. The real enemy is the man who tries to
mold the human spirit so that it will not dare to spread its wings.”

This small book, The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge, was published by Princeton University Press in 2017. In addition
to Flexner’s brilliant essay, it includes “The World of Tomorrow” by Robbert Dijkgraaf, the then-director of the Institute
for Advanced Study (2017-2022) and Dutch theoretical physicist. In his piece, Dijkgraaf reaffirms the value of “useless
knowledge” and explains why it is even more crucial for today’s world than it was in the early 20th century.



Through reading this book, one can savor the joy of conversing with great minds, while their profound insights into
human destiny and progress serve to inspire and illuminate our own understanding.
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Encountering Lu Xun

By Qian Liqun
Chinese translation available @ MS Library

The Keystone Chinese Department launched “Lu Xun Month” for ninth graders on October 19 to mark the 88" death
anniversary of Lu Xun. For this occasion, the MS Library set up a special “Lu Xun Exhibition” where students will get to
know the esteemed Chinese writer through the works studied in Chinese class. At the same time, the exhibition also
allows young readers and the community to understand, research, and feel Lu Xun from multiple perspectives,
including history, culture, drama, and philosophy.



Mr. Qian Liqun, known in academia for his studies on modern Chinese literature, especially Lu Xun, is an unavoidable
figure during the research and study process. Mr. Qian was one of the most popular professors at Peking University. As
he bid farewell to Beida’s lecture platform in 2001, Mr. Qian launched a series of lectures about Lu Xun’s final moments,
taking everyone back to the historical scenes and the atmosphere of the times, examining the ideological context and
life traces of the famed novelist during that period. The recording of his “last lessons” was compiled into the

book, Encountering Lu Xun, where the eponymous figure is no longer seen as a distant statue or a historical personality
far removed from reality but as a real friend or a respected elder. Mr. Qian also emphasizes in the book that “Lu Xun
needs the most genuine friends; he does not need others to follow trends or watch the show as bystanders.” May
readers truly encounter Lu Xun through this book.
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The Misinformation Age: How False Beliefs Spread

By Cailin O’Connor, James Owen Weatherall
Chinese translation available @ HS Library



As early as the 5th century BCE, ancient Greek philosophers believed the Earth was round, yet today, many still firmly
believe it is flat, with even an organization called the “Flat Earth Society”. Why do people cling to their views despite
overwhelming evidence? Why do individuals believe in falsehoods, even when confronted with misinformation that
harms them? Why does misinformation persist and impact generation after generation? How do propagandists
undermine people’s first-hand experiences and overturn rigorous scientific evidence to shape their beliefs? What can
we do to change this situation?

Addressing these questions in an age filled with fabrication, marketing, lies, and slander is crucial. James Weatherall
and Cailin O’Connor, professors in the Department of Logic and Philosophy of Science at the University of California,
Irvine, argue that “social factors”, rather than “individual psychology”, are key to understanding the spread of
misinformation and false beliefs. They are particularly concerned that increasing government decisions are based on
lies and false information.

This book was first published in 2018, and the Chinese translation in 2024. Over the past six years, misinformation has
proliferated. However, at the very least, reading these books can help us better understand the issues and consider the
actions we can take, making it a valuable first step.
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Academic Writing as if Readers Matter

By Leonard Cassuto
English edition available at HS Library

Be a Bookworm rarely recommends reference books or books closely related to courses, for we believe it is subject
teachers’ job. However, there is always an exception: Academic Writing as if Readers Matter is closely aligned with
our educational goals and it is about a crucial skill that our students need: academic writing. Leonard Cassuto is an
English professor at Fordham University and an award-winning journalist. His published works span across various
fields such as education, science, history, sports, and criminology. Academic Writing as if Readers Matter, published
by Princeton University Press in September 2024, has been hailed by educators as “elegant, eloquent, useful, and
necessary.” Within MYP and DP, the first of Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills is “Communication”, which includes
specifics like “us[ing] appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and audiences”. The term “communication” is
precisely the center emphasized by the author because, “A writer who does a good job forges a connection with the
reader”. When the author was finishing this book, artificial intelligence (Al) abruptly arose as a ‘frightening specter on
the writing landscape’. As an educator, Cassuto astutely captures its impact on academic writing and in the final
chapter of this book, he analyzes the advantages and disadvantages of artificial intelligence in academic writing.
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Genius Makers: The Mavericks Who Brought A.l. to Google, Facebook, and The World

By Cade Metz
English edition available at HS Library

In October 2024, the Nobel Prize in Physics was awarded to John Hopfield and Geoffrey Hinton for their “foundational
discoveries and inventions that enable machine learning with artificial neural networks”. The Nobel Prize in Chemistry
was awarded to David Baker, Demis Hassabis, and John Jumper for their contributions to computational protein design
and protein structure prediction. Two of the three major scientific awards were granted for research related to Al,
sending a significant signal to the world: the utilization of Al for scientific discoveries and innovations has become a new
paradigm. How did all of this happen? Over the past eight years, New York Times technology reporter Cade Metz
interviewed over 400 industry insiders. In his book Genius Makers: The Mavericks Who Brought A.l. to Google,
Facebook, and The World, he vividly narrates the astonishing story of this era, portraying the pioneers, ideas, and
companies that brought Al—a technology of the distant future in the last century—to center stage of this world.
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The Vegetarian

by Han Kang, translated by Deborah Smith
Soon to be available at HS Library

The 2024 Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to South Korean author Han Kang, surprising many. In fact, she had
already gained recognition in 2016 when her book The Vegetarian won the International Booker Prize, making her the
first Asian author to receive this award in its history. The protagonist of The Vegetarian, Yeong-Hye, is an ordinary South
Korean housewife before she “falls ill”. After experiencing a dream, she begins to refuse to eat meat, declines to
prepare meat dishes for others, and even stops eating in the end. Although the book is titled The Vegetarian, its themes
are not related to vegetarianism or diet. Han Kang has mentioned that while writing this book, she often contemplated
questions such as: “To what extent can human violence reach?” “How do we define rationality and madness?” “And
how much can we truly understand others?” It is a book that combines poetics and horror and lingers in one’s mind long
after reading.
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The Reading Promise

by Alice Ozma
English edition soon available at HS Library

The arrival of new students this academic year means that many new families have joined our shared community of
learners — Keystone. Each family has their own library account, and student parents can borrow books from any of the 3

libraries. We encourage parents to read together with children — a great way to foster love of reading. The Reading
Promise records a miraculous reading story.

Growing up, the author Alice Ozma's father often read to her. When Alice was nine years old, the father and daughter
decided to see if they could read together for 100 nights in a row. They achieved their goal but wanted to continue,
eventually completing a reading marathon that lasted 3,218 days. Parent-child reading is the most beautiful since it
involves companionship, attention, and shared growth. It creates a nurturing base for ongoing communication between
parents and children. Hope the book would inspire you to prioritize reading to your child and perhaps, create your own

version of a “reading promise.” This book also has a great reading list at the end of all of the books the author’s father
read to her.

e~
S

AEFHRE , MARRBBAM | ST —
X PRIRE | BRSBTS — LB

8
; V5| =
18 23 FE
* X
£ = % My Father and the
; = Books We Shared
H i £ ALICE OZMA
E A thoroughly setertaining ok
o . 8 % with Al dnte i gence, and o
3 s L o‘ﬁh‘ﬂu_‘muﬂu—w'
a3 3 2 v A - MM
18 E o
A, -8& Lot
| g e BX
: ' : [oF:)
;: (2
¥
L

ﬁ :




(K BRIEH T REFNHLED

< RYUR ], KBS ]
AR A5 SCRRCAT M AR A

VTR RO B 5T VR T FRATD0 K B SR G i o580 BRAE RS FHA B ) 1 BEfR . 7E3CFY « SKYI/R (Emma
Mitchell) MIZEME CRERIGY T RIHAE) —450, MSedbihiid 7 RERARZIMT R, X8, 580
B4E 9 A TR OEP (UANEE T H ) AHRERL, RUVRIIE SR iR K BRI &, AN TR R A E  rh th REIA
ZIMAR 2B, XARTAH ALY 1 5 ERIESS, ATREDY A OB R i Rt — S K —— U HRR 2 DA
FRNKU, AR B QAP — B AE b3, 2 28R TS B A S BRI Eh S . RUDRIEAERE 1
XA R AR R, RS T AR SR U R 7T, BLFRATTIR) B Ot o) o B A AR A S o XA B
A E AR AR B AR 3 UM, sl 77 RAHER SR MEEM. JAIA B X FEATRE [ R4S,
TP MR B H M E N, RIS E A, B ARIRIRER 5 K.

The Wild Remedy: How Nature Mends Us

by Emma Mitchell
English edition soon available at HS Library

Psychological research has advanced our understanding of how time in nature can improve our mental health and
sharpen our cognition. In Emma Mitchell's richly illustrated book, "The Wild Remedy: How Nature Mends Us," she
beautifully articulates the profound healing power of nature. Drawing parallels with Keystone’s annual OEP (Outdoor
Educational Program) in September, Mitchell's work resonates deeply with the transformative experiences that
students encounter during their wilderness camping experiences. Mitchell’s moving and candid account of her year is a
powerful testament to how reconnecting with nature may offer some answers to today’s mental health epidemic,
especially for teenagers and young adults who have admitted they compulsively want to either look at WeChat or other
social media apps. She also explains the science behind such changes, calling on new research into such areas as
forest bathing and how our bodies and minds respond to wildlife. This topic area is highly relevant to UN SDG 3 which
highlights the importance of “Good Health and Well-being”. We hope that our community members will read similar
books, understand the importance of OEP, and often visit the wilderness to experience the energy and happiness
brought by nature.

RN - ABANRA P,
BENFRYRCRKLRARNTE,

! sy Finding Wellness ®
> g; o g in Nature z
385 DAYS WILDERNESS REALING NOTES a ]’

e o S “‘v/g EMMA MITCHELL NS s

& 2 E @) =



(RR5RERIEY (B

by Henry Priest

A HESL AT W o R TR AR

5% AL A N ey LI ARSI (KR 2 5, R AL “ M) SR A A B i DL T8 A2 W 5. 53— T,

ABC 3 el A EL s LT i L7 T 52 2UVF 2 A5 N ROREDE . 9 AT R eI, 4R se i . A4,

i L 15 WS RLL 2 s WA 2 FRATT I PR 3E 2 (Biases & Heuristics) C (ILEREAKEY O MR T H
AU HINFIR I . AAS AT B E— NIRRT, #C3 AT DRI R AR I o 35238 AN URT DABEJT IX 28R B, ik
R DA e Ry . R EATT, RSN

Biases & Heuristics

by Henry Priest
English edition available at HS Library

After the Harris-Trump debate last week, Trump has been mocked for his ‘eating-pet’ remarks and bias against
immigrants. On the other hand, ABC News was criticized by many Republicans for its ‘bias’ towards Harris. When a
disagreement occurs, it’s easier to accuse the other side ‘biased’. What are common types of bias? How do biases
affect our decisions? What are common types of bias? Biases & Heuristics is a comprehensive collection of all
empirically proven cognitive biases that impair our decisions. It serves as an illuminating guide on how to recognize and
navigate cognitive biases. By unraveling the mechanisms of biases, readers can not only sidestep these pitfalls but also
leverage them strategically, turning biases in their favor.

BIASES &
HEURISTICS

THE COMPLETE COLLECTION OF COGNITIVE BIASES AND
HEURISTICS THAT IMPAIR DECISIONS IN BANKING, FINANCE
AND EVERYTHING ELSE

HENRY PRIEST
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Brave New Words - How Al Will Revolutionize Education (and Why That’s a Good Thing)

by Salman Khan
English edition available at HS Library

In Salman Khan's "New Language of Education," the founder of Khan Academy delves into the profound transformation
that Al is poised to bring to education. The core argument of the book is the importance of the Socratic teaching
method, emphasizing the significance of questioning in learning. He views Al as a Socratic tool that will enable the
democratization of education.

For educators, Salman Khan envisions Al as a beneficial feedback mechanism that can aid teachers in improving their
teaching methods and alleviate their burdens. With Al handling routine tasks, teachers can focus on discussions and
interactions, creating deeper and richer educational experiences. He also praises the potential of Al in customizing
learning experiences, allowing students to explore uncertainties and enhance understanding and confidence. The book
also mentions Khanmigo, an Al platform created by Khan himself, which may introduce bias due to the author's
involvement. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that the author offers insightful perspectives on the intersection of
education and technology, making the book significant for educators, learners, parents, policymakers, and all those
concerned about the future of learning.
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If You Come to Earth

by Sophie Blackall
English and Chinese editions available at PS Library

In the enchanting pages of If You Come to Earth, Sophie Blackall beautifully captures the essence of
Keystone’s theme of 2024-2025, 'We Belong’, through the lens of global diversity. Inspired by many
children she encountered during her travels in support of UNICEF and Save the Children, this book
celebrates the tapestry of humanity, where differences are not barriers but threads that weave us
together:

If you come to Earth, there are a few things you need to know . . .
We live in all kinds of places...

In all kinds of homes.

In all kinds of families.

Through vivid illustrations and a poignant narrative, readers are reminded that despite our varied
backgrounds, we all belong to this shared home called Earth and a small, shared community called
Keystone. We wholeheartedly recommend 'If You Come to Earth' - let messages of unity and diversity
inspire conversations about We Belong and the beauty of our interconnected world.
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